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Australian kids’ return to school has led to concerns that too many classrooms lack
enough airconditioning and insulation™', turning them into virtual hotboxes.

Analysis by the advocacy*? group Parents for Climate reveals that in December alone,
more than 14,000 students in 54 government schools across the country missed a day in class
because of extreme heat and/or bushfires. Of these, 10,903 students were in NSW*?3, and
3173 were in South Australia.

While mild to warm temperatures are forecast for most centres on the eastern seaboard
this week, 40 degree days inland to the west could bring extremely hot conditions east next
week.

Parents for Climate CEO Nic Seton said the Commonwealth and state governments
should “co-operate to ensure all classrooms are safe from heat, and to make sure it’s done in
a cost effective way, which means airconditioning supported by energy efficiency** and
affordable solar power”.

Meanwhile Victorian state schools had to organise their own funding to install
airconditioning, the group stated.

There were massive differences between the states, Mr Seton said, with Queensland’s
Cooler Cleaner Schools program delivering adequate cooling to all state school classrooms,
while a similar program in NSW had left 350 schools without airconditioning and ventilation™*”

upgrades.

A NSW Education Department spokesperson said all new schools had airconditioning
installed in classrooms and libraries, while the needs of existing schools were addressed on
a case-by-case basis. Some 1400 classrooms and libraries in 88 public schools in NSW have
had airconditioning installed since April 2023.

An SA*® Department for Education spokesperson said the closure of 34 schools on
December 8 was a “safety issue due to highly dangerous bushfire conditions or power
outages”.
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Fireworks may seem like a very American tradition, especially on the 4th of July. But
fireworks go back many years before the first American Independence Day celebration,
which took place in 1777, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

The earliest fireworks can be traced to around 2,000 years ago in China. People then

*1

are said to have roasted bamboo stalks The stalks turned black and sizzled. The air
inside the hollow stalks would explode. Baozhu is a Mandarin Chinese word for firecracker.
It means “exploding bamboo.”

Years later, Chinese chemists took fireworks a step further. This happened sometime
between 600 and 900 A.D. People filled bamboo shoots with gunpowder. They threw them
into a fire pit. Steel dust or iron shavings were added to make them sparkle. In China,
these firecrackers were often used in celebrations.

In the 13th century, fireworks spread to Europe. In the centuries that followed,
Europeans began moving to North America. So it was no surprise that when July 4th began
to be celebrated as America’s Independence Day, fireworks were part of the plan.

John Adams was one of America’s Founding Fathers. He said he hoped the anniversary
of the country’s independence would be marked for years to come by “bonfires” and
“illuminations.”

The first July 4th celebration happened during the middle of the Revolutionary War.

Cannons*? were fired. Fireworks, too, marked the occasion.

() *'stalk : ZE *2 cannon : KK
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BREET 143,000 1,760 2,360 | 141,700 1,750 2,330
A (%) 81.5 87.1 84.9 99.1 99.4 98.7
Fa—A AL 19,000 510 755 18,950 510 755
AT (%) 81.5 81.0 81.2 99.7 100.0 100.0
27w b 253,300 2,660 3,805 | 257,700 2,750 3,935
BT (%) 100.4 101.7 101.1 101.7 103.4 103.4
K 219,437 2,796 3,729 | 214,587 2,832 3,777
AT (%) 98.9 97.9 97.9 97.8 101.3 101.3
& &t 634,737 7,726 10,649 | 632,937 7,842 10,797
AT (%) 94.3 95.1 94.4 99.7 101.5 101.4
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I had a good time with them.
Thanks your brother, we won the game yesterday.
She is familiar classical music.

He is good at English, on the hand, he is weak in mathematics.

7 A 7 T
so to about other
SO by with another
such to with other
such to about another

such by about other

33] FEXTHITBHRP R ZH L DIEEND,

. [ Did the train arrive at Kyoto Station on time?

( TOBHIL, HEFRICKHEEBDICEEF LI Lizh.

" My friend plays the piano whenever I ask her to.

L FAOKRERZ, A EARITEATS, FICLA2AET ) 2HLTINZA L,
" My father is used to preparing lunch for us on weekends.

LRI BR B ICEKBEZHBL I NIZLDE T

" I bought a pair of shoes as well as a bag at the department store.

LR TN —= T Ny IR EE -T2,

" The competition is held every five years in Tokyo.

L Z0ar 77—V, SHEOR. BEERCHEINS.
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"Coming in hot: students return to steaming schools with no aircon" by David Mills from Kids
News, Jan 30, 2024. Reproduced with permission of News Corp Australia.

*No.7

From Time for Kids. © 2024 TIME USA LLC.. All rights reserved. Used under license.
https://www.timeforkids.com/g56/history-fireworks/
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