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Sri Lanka’s Marine Environment Protection Authority (MEPA) warned the X-Press
Pearl could create an oil spill emergency. It expects pristine*' beaches along a 30
kilometer- (18.6 mile-) stretch of coastline from the tourist spot of Negombo to Dikowita
to be hit.

As the X-Press Pearl began to sink, Sri Lanka’s State Minister of Fisheries, Kanchana
Wijesekera, said on social media fishing activities and other vessels had been barred from
entering the Negombo Lagoon.

“Emergency measures are (being) taken to protect the lagoon and surrounding areas
to contain the damage from any debris or in case of an oil leak,” Wijesekera added.

A fire, which raged for almost two weeks, prompted a large-scale clean-up operation
along Sri Lanka’s western coast, as millions of plastic micro pellets** blanketed beaches
near the capital, Colombo. Fishing in the area was suspended and environmentalists
warned birds and marine life could be threatened by the plastic and chemical pollution.

Asha de Vos, marine biologist and founder and executive director of Oceanswell, said
an oil spill would be “absolutely disastrous.”

“It can coat species. The sea birds, for example, get very badly impacted by these
things. Any species in the water, it can get stuck in the fish gills*®— so that could be
really problematic,” she said.

As well as a potential oil spill, one of the biggest concerns is the millions of plastic
pellets that are polluting the waters and washing up on beaches along the coast, raising
concerns for fish and other wildlife likely to swallow the microparticles.

The plastic pellets, or nurdles, are used to make other plastic products and are a big
source of ocean plastic pollution. Due to their small size, the pellets can be mistaken for
food by birds, fish and other marine wildlife.

De Vos described it as “plastic snow” covering the beaches.

“We are also finding these nurdles now moving southwards with the current and we
can expect them to really move across our entire coastline in time to come,” she said.

De Vos said the nurdles are buoyant™* and move freely so they can easily inundate*®
rivers and mangroves, posing a risk to fish and birds.

“Species can ingest them. And that’s a problem for smaller species, particularly that
can choke, because these are quite small pellets,” she said. “But also, these nurdles, they
concentrate toxins — toxic chemicals — from the environment and as they may move
around, they take the toxic chemicals with them.”

The pellets could also threaten nesting turtles on the beaches.
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“The beaches as they are right now, they are covered with these plastics and that can
change the temperature of the beach, which is problematic for nesting species like turtles.
The gender of their hatchlings*® is dependent on temperature,” she said.

*! pristine: in very good condition

*2 pellet: small hard ball

*3 gill: the organ through which fish and other water creatures breathe

*4 buoyant: able to float

*5

inundate: to flood an area

*6 hatchling: a young animal that has recently come out of its egg
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Hawaii Gov. David Ige signed legislation that will ban the sale of sunscreens containing
two chemicals believed to harm coral reefs.

The move makes Hawaii the first U.S. State to enact™! a ban on oxybenzone*? and
octinoxate*?.

“This is just one small step toward protecting and restoring the resiliency™* of Hawaii’s
reefs,” Ige said at a signing ceremony for the bill, which will take effect in 2021. Ige said
the state will also need to continue other efforts to protect coral, including fighting
invasive species, pollution from land runoff and climate change.

Sunscreen containing oxybenzone and octinoxate will only be available to those with
a prescription from a physician. Others will have to buy sunscreens without these
chemicals or bring their own sunscreen to Hawaii.

<A>Scientists have found the two substances can be toxic to coral reefs, which are a vital

part of the ocean ecosystem and a popular draw for tourists.

The two chemicals are among the six most common active ingredients*® in sunscreens
that use chemical filters. The other type of lotion is mineral sunscreens, which use zinc
oxide or titanium dioxide. A handful of products combine both types of protection.

State Sen. Roz Baker, who represents south and west Maui, said the bill has enormous
significance because coral is such a fundamental part of a larger ecosystem important to
the health of the planet.

(B\Critics say there aren’t enough independent scientific studies supporting the

assertion*® that the chemicals harm coral reefs.

The bill was supported by a number of nonprofit environmental groups, as well as by
the office of Hawaiian Affairs, according to reports by the Honolulu Star-Advertiser
newspaper. It was opposed by X Stores, the Hawaii Medical Association, the Chamber of
Commerce Hawaii, the Personal Care Products Council and Y company, which makes
sunscreens.

The group Retail Merchants of Hawaii has said it is concerned the ban will discourage
people from buying sunscreen at stores.

But state Rep. Chris Lee, who represents the Honolulu suburbs of the Kailua and
Waimanalo, said the law is a necessary step to help Hawaii pass on to the next generation
its reefs, ocean, tourism, industry, and way of life.

Leaders need to act quickly to save what the coral world has left, he said. “We know

the tide is against us. We've got a limited amount of time,” Lee said.
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*! enact: to make a new rule or law

*2 oxybenzone: ¥RV ¥

*3 octinoxate: 7 F /) FH¥—

*4 resiliency: the ability to quickly become strong, healthy, or happy after a difficult
situation, illness, etc.

*> ingredient: an element you need to achieve something

*6 assertion: something that you say or write that you strongly believe
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( ) don’t you acquire sociability and cooperativeness a little more?
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( ) one would be fine.
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( ) security is one of our many jobs.
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Speak loudly in ( that all the committee member can hear.
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“Let’s be careful of ( ) diseases.” “I agree.”
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*No.1
From CNN.com. © 2021 Cable News Network. A Warner Bros. Discovery Company. All rights

reserved. Used under license.
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/06/02/asia/sri-lanka-ship-sinking-intl-hnk/index.html

*No.2
Audrey McAvoy, “Hawaii bans sale of sunscreens with coral-harming chemicals”, The Associated

Press



