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[No. 71] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are 17 targets for global
development adopted in September 2015, set to be achieved by 2030. All countries in the
world have agreed to work towards achieving these goals aimed at an environmentally,
socially and economically sustainable global development.

During the 2023 SDG Summit, heads of state and government will carry out a review of
the state of the SDGs, responding to the impact of multiple and interlocking crises facing
the world, and providing high-level political guidance on transformative and accelerated
efforts leading up to the target year of 2030 for achieving the SDGs.

The SDG Progress Chart 2022 shows regional progress against the indicators of each
goal. The latest chart clearly demonstrates the deterioration of progress towards many
targets, along with some positive outlooks.

Recent cascading crises have magnified the challenges of achieving SDGs such as
poverty, food security, ending the epidemic of malaria, immunisation coverage and
employment. In particular, efforts to address poverty and hunger have experienced a
setback caused by several armed conflicts (e.g. the Russian invasion of Ukraine). At the
same time, progress on health and education, as well as efforts to improve the provision of
basic services, have been negatively impacted by the covid-19 pandemic and a global failure
to adequately address climate change.

However, progress against some goals (such as SDG10, which focuses on reducing
inequality within and among countries) has not deteriorated, and it is not far from the
target in most regions of the world. The same is true for progress on ensuring healthy lives
and promoting well-being for all at all ages (SDG3), sustainable cities and communities
(SDG11) and digital transformation (included in SDG9).

To monitor progress on the SDGs, data to be measured by the indicators must be
available and regularly reported. According to the World Bank, there have been serious data
gaps in assessing country-level progress towards the goals. A 2020 study found that on
average, countries reported one or more data points on just over half of the SDG indicators

for the previous four years.



More recently, only 47% of data required to track progress on SDG5 (gender equality)
are currently available, rendering women and girls effectively invisible, as well as slowing
down the pace of progress, according to UN Women.

A report by The Economist Intelligence Unit previously explored SDG progress, calling
for an integrated approach that marshals the resources of all sectors. This kind of approach
is enabled by partnership and multi-stakeholder collaboration that overcomes silo-thinking.
During this year’s summit, political and thought leaders from governments, international
organisations, the private sector, civil society, women and youth and other stakeholders will
gather in a series of high-level discussions, encouraging collaboration and integration.

Urgent, scaled-up and co-ordinated actions by all countries are needed to accelerate
SDG implementation and avert the devastating impacts of current and future challenges, in

order to get on track and chart a course for better recovery.

1. The goal of the United Nations was to implement the 17 SDG targets by the year 2015.
The covid-19 pandemic has positively affected progress in health and education.
Progress on ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-being has not deteriorated.

The World Bank has intentionally failed to assess data on the SDGs.

AR

Government leaders gathered to encourage collaboration and integration at the SDG

Summit in 2022.



[No. 72] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

The old adage that “laughter is the best medicine” may contain an element of truth
when it comes to heart health. A study has demonstrated that having a chuckle causes the
tissue inside the heart to expand—and increases oxygen flow around the body. Patients
with coronary artery disease who engaged in a course of laughter therapy had reduced
inflammation and better health, the research found.

“Our study found that laughter therapy increased the functional capacity of the
cardiovascular system,” said the lead author, Prof Marco Saffi, of the Hospital de Clinicas de
Porto Alegre in Brazil. The findings were presented at the annual meeting of the European
Society of Cardiology in Amsterdam, the world’s largest heart conference. In the trial,
scientists carried out a first-of-its-kind study to examine if laughter therapy could improve
symptoms of patients with heart disease. It involved 26 adults with an average age of 64, all
diagnosed with coronary artery disease, caused by plaque buildup in the walls of the
arteries that supply blood to the heart.

Over three months, half were asked to watch two different hour-long comedy
programmes each week, including popular sitcoms. The other half watched two different
serious documentaries, about topics such as politics or the Amazon rainforest. At the end of
the 12-week study period, the comedy group improved by 10% in a test measuring how much
oxygen their heart could pump around the body. The group also improved in a second
measure that tested how well arteries can expand. They also had blood tests to measure
several inflammatory biomarkers, which indicate how much plaque has built up in the blood
vessels, and whether people are at risk of heart attack or stroke. The results showed that
these inflammatory markers had significantly reduced compared with the control group.

“When patients with coronary artery disease arrive at hospital, they have a lot of
inflammatory biomarkers,” said Saffi. “Inflammation is a huge part of the process of
atherosclerosis, when plaque builds up in the arteries.”

“This study found that laughter therapy is a good intervention that could help reduce
that inflammation and decrease the risk of heart attack and stroke. Laughter therapy could
be implemented in institutions and health systems like the NHS for patients at risk of heart
problems. It does not have to be TV programmes—people with heart disease could be
invited to comedy evenings or encouraged to enjoy fun evenings with friends and family.
People should try to do things that make them laugh at least twice a week.”

In future, Saffi suggested, laughter therapy could help reduce dependence on



medication. While scientists are still advancing research into why a good giggle might be
good for the heart, they now have a firm understanding.

“Laughter helps the heart because it releases endorphins, which reduce inflammation
and helps the heart and blood vessels relax,” Saffi said. “It also reduces the levels of stress
hormones, which place strain on the heart. Laughing helps people feel happier overall, and
we know when people are happier they are better at adhering to medication.”

Prof James Leiper, associate medical director at the British Heart Foundation, who was
not involved in the research, said: “While this study reveals the interesting possibility that
laughter could in fact be a therapy for coronary artery disease, this small trial will need to
be replicated to get a better understanding of how laughter therapy may be helping these
patients. It’s encouraging to see that something so simple and widespread could benefit our
health but more research is needed to determine whether laughter alone led to the

improvements seen, and how long the effects could last.”

1. A recent study showed that laughter leads to reduced oxygen and increased inflammation.
The study required half of the participants to watch three comedy programmes a week.
Researchers stated that laughter cannot come from fun times with friends and family.

The trial should be replicated in order to better understand how laughter helps patients.

ook W

Results showed significant reduction in inflammatory markers in the control group.



[No. 73] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

Drawing is arguably the most ancient form of visual art—whether on the body or on
stone. The earliest known drawing by a human was discovered in 2021 at the Blombos Cave,
South Africa: some 73,000 years ago, a human hand took an ochre crayon and carved a cross-
hatch design on a silcrete stone flake. The medium of drawing is engrained in us all. It’s our
first means of expression and creativity, says Julia Balchin, principal of the Royal Drawing
School, London: “As a child, before you can even talk, or walk or read, you can draw. So, it’s
often our first way of expressing ourselves”.

Drawing has always been vital to every artist’s practice, dating from the Renaissance—
when drawing flourished, and Leonardo da Vinci created detailed anatomical studies of the
human body—to today, when artists such as William Kentridge’s powerful films created with
drawings to Tracey Emin’s drawings expressing her personal grief and loneliness.

Though drawing’s popularity has “ebbed and flowed for centuries”, Balchin identifies a
deep ebb in the 1970s, when the academic art world saw it as “very unfashionable”—
especially life drawing—and schools such as the Slade and the Royal Academy stopped
teaching it. The Royal Drawing School (RDS) was set up in 2000 to address this, and be “a
place where artists and people who wanted to draw could come to draw.”

Drawing is enjoying popularity again—appreciated for its therapeutic qualities and the
sense of “flow” it engenders, especially since the lockdowns during the pandemic. Student
intake (online) at the RDS, doubled in 2020 from 1,000 students a week, and has grown
steadily to 3,000 today, with life drawing accounting for more than half of its four modules:
“I think that showed there was a real longing for human touch and contact,” says Balchin.
“If people couldn’t be around other humans, they were drawing them instead.” Students
confirmed it helped mental wellbeing. “Many came purely for that... to slow the pace of
life.”

Picking up a pencil or charcoal and mindfully making marks connects us to our haptic
skills, or sense of touch, and offers a respite or rest from the relentless digital drain, which is
important for mental health. In the UK, art therapy can even be experienced by some via
the NHS.

When artist Emily Haworth-Booth became ill with ME™, she was unable to work. Trying
to read or write sent her “into a spin”, she relates in Ways of Drawing (a 2019 book by RDS).
She found mindful drawing “became a kind of anchor I could drop to ground myself, to

reassure myself... I was ‘here’, reality was solid”. Drawing “noticeably reduced my anxiety,



and slowed down my breathing”. This allowed “healing to take place”, she says. After a
drawing session she felt “the relief and endorphin rush I've experienced after, say, a yoga
class or very useful psychotherapy session”.

Claire Gilman, chief curator at the Drawing Center in New York, has also seen a passion
for drawing surge in lockdown, and continue growing since: “At that time artists were
returning to drawing for many reasons—including being shut out of their studios”, but
acknowledges the “desire to pick up a pen or pencil, and immediately translate your feelings

on to paper”, especially in “trying moments”, has a universal appeal.

*ME (181495 J5 IR/

1. It is possible for humans to draw before they can talk and walk, and it is the oldest form
of visual art, with paintings found in South Africa that are 73,000 years old.

2. It has always been very popular among artists, from Leonardo da Vinci to contemporary
artists, and in 2000, the Royal Drawing School was founded for artists with a passion for
drawing.

3. Since the lockdowns during the pandemic, the number of people who have attended the
Royal Drawing School for therapeutic reasons has increased by thousands every week.

4. Emily Haworth-Booth was unable to work because of her illness, but she felt less anxious
after drawing mindfully and then started participated in a yoga class.

5. Artists had a passion for drawing and found a universal appeal in it in lockdown, but this

didn’t last long and they went back to their studios when the lockdown ended.



[No. 74] Select the appropriate combination of words to fill in the blanks of the following

passage.

Global ( A ) for instant noodles reached 121.2 billion servings last year, industry
figures show, growing for the seventh straight year to ( B ) an all-time high. The number
of servings ( C ) nearly 2.6% from 2021, according to data from the World Instant
Noodles Association, headquartered in greater Osaka. The ( D ) are based on estimated
shipments in 56 economies. China, including Hong Kong, was the top instant noodle market
last year. Indonesia was the runner up, followed by India, Vietnam and Japan. In 2020,
when people were sheltering due to the pandemic, global ( A ) shot up 9.5%. The gain
( E ) to 1.4% in 2021, then picked up again in 2022. Last year, food prices in many
countries spiked due to inflation. This prompted consumers to turn to instant noodles, an

affordable option.

A B C D E
1. desire gain plunged ratings alleviated
2. interest drive descended datum slowed
3. demand hit climbed figures eased
4. need arrive fluctuated number decreased
5. requirement aim raised sums softened

[No. 75] Select the sentence which is grammatically correct.

1. He will not cause an accident as he is a safety driver.
It is not nice to talk to me with your mouth full.
I don’t think she has as twice many books as I do.

A dog calling Mugi is famous around this area.
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What do you like this dress that my mother bought for me?



No. 76~No. 80 I3&:E (—#%) T9 .
fREIL, MEESICEAT 2ERZMMOBSMICHAL T L&,

[No. 76] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

Last week Italy was, again, struggling with the conundrum of mass tourism. One of the
country’s most charming seaside towns, Portofino, has just introduced legislation to dissuade
tourists lingering for selfies: there will be fines of up to €275 (£243) if they block traffic or
pedestrians in two “red zones” of the beautiful bay.

It’s the latest in a series of draconian measures adopted by Italian councils to deal with
herds of holidaymakers: there are fines of up to €2,500 for walking the paths above the
Cinque Terre (five villages in Liguria) in flip-flops or sandals; you are no longer allowed to
eat snacks outside in the centre of Venice or in four central streets in Florence; you can be
fined €250 just for sitting down on Rome’s Spanish Steps; and one beach, in Eraclea, has
even banned the building of sandcastles (maximum fine €250) because they're considered
unnecessary obstructions.

Italy, of course, more or less invented the concept of tourism: as a cradle of ancient
civilisation and Renaissance splendour, the peninsula became de rigueur for aesthetes and
aristocrats. The famous “Grand Tour” was born in the 17th century and ever since then
tourism has been vital to the Italian economy: pre-Covid, the country received 65 million
visitors a year and, according to the Bank of Italy, tourism (considered in the widest sense)
represented 13% of the country’s GDP.

But Italy, so dependent on tourism, is also beginning to despair of it. Last week, a new
display was introduced in a bookshop in Venice that reveals, painfully and in real time, the
number of beds available in the city to tourists: at 48,596 (and counting), it is perilously
close to overtaking the number of residents in the city: 49,365 (and falling). As recently as
2008, the respective figures were 12,000 and 60,000.

So, a city that is famously concerned about drowning in water is now more fretful about
drowning in humans. In January, Venice even introduced an entrance fee (varying between
€3 and €10) to access the city and its islands. The move wasn’t controversial because it
monetised tourism—that has always happened—but because it made the city appear
precisely what it is trying to avoid becoming: a theme park, a time capsule for gawking,
snap-happy visitors, more a relic than actually alive.

The problem is that mass tourism is turning destinations into the opposite of what they
once were. The attraction of the Cinque Terre is their stunning simplicity: they have no
great monuments as such, neither grand cathedrals nor castles, just a sense of serenity, of
human ingenuity and topographical grandeur (the steep mountains, terraced and criss-
crossed by paths where possible, host pastel houses perched above an azure sea).

But the serenity and simplicity can’t survive millions of wham-bam visitors a year. Two

weeks ago, Fabrizia Pecunia, the mayor of one of the five villages, Riomaggiore, complained:



“It’s no longer possible to postpone the debate about how to handle tourist flows. If we don’t
[find a solution], our days as a tourist destination are numbered.” What tourist hot spots
most yearned for a decade or two ago—high numbers, influx and flows—is precisely what is
now causing them problems. During the peak season, the Balearic island of Mallorca now
has more than 1,000 flights landing every day.

The World Tourism Organization predicts that by the end of this decade the flow of
international tourists will surpass 2 billion. What'’s called “overtourism” is already so acute
that popular destinations are now doing the unthinkable, and actively trying to dissuade or
block arrivals. Last month, Amsterdam launched “stay away” ads aimed at badly behaved
Brits. The Greek island of Santorini, a mere 29 square miles, had to cap cruise ship
passengers to 8,000 a day in 2017. Venice has blocked cruise ships and, in 2012, the anti-
tourism message proved a winning formula for a mayoral candidate in Barcelona.

But if the tourism boom is often bad for locals, it’s equally depressing for visitors. The
fiction of tourism in the social media age is that we, as rugged adventurers, are there by
ourselves. But we'’re only alone for that Instagram money shot. The rest is full of crowds
and discomfort. When a friend of mine foolishly went to the Cinque Terre at Easter, there
were long queues just to get on the footpaths or to drink a coffee. She then had to queue
for three hours just to board one of the rickety trains home.

Anyone who has been to Niagara Falls, say, or Stonehenge knows that natural or human
wonders have been mercilessly monetised. It now costs, for example, €34 to visit the Angkor
Wat temple in Cambodia. Visitors to famous sites often come away feeling not uplifted, but
fleeced by car-park charges, entry prices, food stalls and so on. We'’re bemused by the
inauthenticity of the experience. Travel used to be about adventure and hardship,
sometimes solitude, but invariably surprise and spontaneity. Now the road is so well-
trodden and designated that you feel forced through a well-oiled funnel as someone picks
your pockets.

But the sense of unease goes deeper. In the past we travelled to broaden and educate
the mind. Travellers suffered discomfort—a mule over the Alps, a clipper across the Bay of
Biscay—to absorb the wideness of the world, to feel small or vulnerable perhaps, and to
allow the learning of other cultures to infiltrate their beings. Now, it seems, all that is
reversed: there’s minimal danger or risk to travel, and our big egos are imposed on a small
world. Sites are nothing more than the backdrop for our selfies because we go places not to

learn from them, but just to post and boast to others that we've been there.

1. Italy has suffered from “overtourism” ever since the birth of the “Grand Tour”.

2. In 2008, the number of beds in Venice was less than a quarter of what it is now.

3. From the beginning, most citizens of Venice were in favor of introducing an entrance fee
to the city.

4. An excessive number of tourists is bad for the locals, but the tourists never experience
negative effects.

5. The main purpose of travel nowadays is to take risks and experience danger.



[No. 77] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

ZEHEDBRD-D . BETEXEE A,




ZEHEDBRD-D, BETXEE A,

1. Japan’s National Tourism Organization reports that the number of foreign tourists has
increased significantly since April and that it is close to what it was before the pandemic.
2. Yohei Fujiwara, one of the innkeepers in Nagano welcomes the tourists from abroad
because he can charge a nighty fee of 100 dollars, which is more than Japanese tourists

pay.

3. Due to a shortage of workers, which was caused by an aging and shrinking population,
three quarters of hotels have raised wages to secure employees and have been making
efforts to attract more foreigners.

4. A Japan’s economy has been leaning on tourism, it set high goals for the number of
foreign tourists until 2030 and successfully showed a greater growth rate in 2019 in Japan
than in France.

5. Thanks to Japan’s currency being weak against the US dollar, it is thought that its
economy was able to avoid big problems because of the increase in inbound spending of

people coming to Japan.




[No. 78] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

Hours before the wildfire became an inferno that wiped out the historic Hawaiian town
of Lahaina, officials at the West Maui Land Company reached out to the state with an urgent
request.

The company, a real estate developer that supplies water to areas southeast of Lahaina,
took note of the dangerous combination of high winds and drought-parched grasses Maui
was facing. It asked for permission to fill up one of its private reservoirs in case firefighters
needed it.

But there was no active wildfire in the area at that time, and state officials, apparently
concerned that the diversion could affect water allocations to a nearby farmer, took several
hours to approve the request, according to the company. In the interim, a brush fire that
had been contained that morning flared up once again and swept through Lahaina, burning
everything in its path.

It is unlikely that filling up the private reservoir would have changed the course of the
Lahaina wildfire, state officials say, and winds were so high that day that helicopter crews
would have been unable to reach it. But the incident is causing a political uproar, the latest
in a long-running debate over how Hawaii’s water is doled out among the state’s competing
interests—real estate companies, large farms, tourism facilities and residents.

“We need to act faster in an emergency,” the West Maui Land Company wrote to the
state water regulator in the wake of the Lahaina blaze, the deadliest U.S. wildfire in more
than a century.

The fire prompted a series of moves from Gov. Josh Green’s administration in recent
days to break what he called an “impasse” over water allocation, temporarily loosening
regulations on key streams on the island of Maui and petitioning the state Supreme Court to
expand access to others to raise the amount of water available to fight wildfires.

Last week, his administration said it was “redeploying” a top official at the state
Commission on Water Resource Management, the agency blamed for delaying the diversion
to the private West Maui reservoir.

The official, M. Kaleo Manuel, was regarded as someone responsive to environmental
groups and Indigenous residents who want to preserve stream water for traditional uses and
limit water diversions by private companies. The state said that the job change for Mr.
Manuel, who along with state agency officials, has declined to comment on the issue, “does

not suggest that First Deputy Manuel did anything wrong.”



In an interview with The New York Times, Governor Green acknowledged the challenge
of balancing the competing demands for water.

“But in my opinion, we tipped too far one way and people became gun-shy and they
didn’t want to use water for anything,” he said.

Water has long been a point of tension in Hawaii, where European and American
owners of sugar cane plantations altered the landscape in the 1800s to irrigate their crops.
Now, with Maui’s growth as one of the world’s most desirable places to vacation, with
landscaped resorts, pools and golf courses, water systems are strained.

In Maui, much of the fresh water comes from a series of streams that run out of the
mountains and eventually into the ocean. Small traditional farmers tap these streams, as do
huge commercial farms and luxury subdivisions. Water is also pumped from the ground
through wells.

Advocates who want water preserved for Native Hawaiian cultural uses, such as the
growing of taro, a staple of traditional meals, say the governor is using the fire to undo
decades of necessary limits on water use, paving the way for more building across Hawaii.

“It is appearing to be increasing clear that the Green administration intends to remake
Hawalii, stripping native Hawaiians and the public of their most basic protection against the
exploitation of land and water,” said Jonathan Likeke Scheuer, a water policy consultant

who has served in several government roles related to land use and Native Hawaiian affairs.

I. The urgent request submitted by the West Maui Land Company in Lahaina to fill up its
reservoir in preparation for a fire was denied, which ultimately resulted in the fire getting
worse.

2. The deadliest wildfire in over a century caused a political uproar and the U.S. Governor,
Josh Green’s administration promised to supply water equally to real estate companies,
large farms, tourism facilities and residents.

3. Kaleo Manuel, who had been responding to environmental groups and Indigenous
residents, declined to comment on the delay of the diversion to the private West Maui
reservoir.

4. Since its landscape was altered by European and American people in the 1800s, Maui
has been criticized for relying only on rivers flowing from mountains to the sea for its
fresh water supply.

5. Governor Green’s policy on water was partially agreed after the wildfire by people who

wanted to preserve water for Native Hawaiian cultural uses, such as the growing of taro.



[No. 79] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

The current generation of American women footballers have already struck one
significant blow for equality. In 2022 they forced US Soccer, their governing body, to agree
to pay those in the national team as much as their male peers, and to fork out $24m in back
pay. At the Women’s World Cup, which began in New Zealand on July 20th, several members
of the team want to tackle another of the sport’s shibboleths: motherhood.

Until recently a football career and motherhood were considered incompatible, by both
governing bodies and the footballers themselves. In 2017 a survey of more than 3,000
female players by FIFPRO, the players’ union, found that only 2% were mothers. Around
45% said that they planned to retire early in order to have a family. It is easy to understand
why. Wages for everyone outside elite clubs are low. And back then there were no specific
workplace protections—or even any guidelines—covering how clubs or national associations
should treat women footballers who wanted to start families.

That began to change in 2019, when the female players’ associations in Spain and
Argentina approached FIFPRO to find out what the rules were. According to FIFPRO’s
senior counsel, Alexandra Goémez Bruinewoud, the union had a clear idea of what
protections should exist but no documentation. A year of rapid negotiations with FIFA, the
sport’s governing body, produced a basic set of rules by which all national associations have
to abide. These include offering a minimum of 14 weeks of maternity leave, of which at
least eight must be taken after the birth. Teams must provide full pay during pregnancy
(regardless of when the mother-to-be stops playing) and at least two-thirds of salary once
maternity leave begins. Clubs are also banned from ending a player’s registration, unless
she consents to be replaced temporarily.

It did not take long for the rules to be tested. In early 2021 Sara Bjork Gunnarsdottir,
an Icelandic midfielder, got pregnant. Her club, Lyon in France, was one of Europe’s most
successful. But it had never had a mother on its roster. Ms Bjork said she struck an
agreement with the club to spend the second half of her pregnancy at home in Iceland, and
resume her playing career once her baby was born. But after two months away she stopped
receiving her wages. Lyon told her that under French law it was not obliged to pay her. It
backed down only after FIFPRO successfully appealed to FIFA on Ms Bjork’s behalf, in May
2022. That one of the world’s prestigious clubs was either unaware of or dismissive of the
regulations shows that football is yet to complete its reckoning with motherhood.

America’s 23-woman squad contains three mums, Crystal Dunn, Julie Ertz and Alex



Morgan, all of whom have spoken openly on the subject. All have brought their children to
the tournament. After all, they insist, the football field is no different from any other place
of work; family life often runs alongside it. Thirty years ago, two mothers in the American
team had to petition US Soccer to pay for a nanny to accompany the squad. Now the
federation must pay for flights, accommodation and meals for children aged up to six and
their caregivers.

The American mothers, all of whom have over 100 international caps, are able to lobby
on behalf of those further down the footballing pyramid. Although the FIFPRO regulations
apply to all professional clubs, as Ms Bjork found out compliance can be patchy. The union
wants the rules stiffened. It recommends increasing post-birth maternity leave from eight
weeks to 12. It also notes that provisions do not apply to adoptive parents or those having
children via a surrogate. Last, it wants protection for players whose contracts expire during
the maternity period. The financial precarity of most of women’s football means that multi-
year contracts are much less common than in the men’s game.

The pace of change may be gradual, but the work of players like Ms Morgan is beginning
to normalise motherhood in the game. Few clubs have yet to figure out how best to support
a star who becomes a mother—in the way they might, for example, plan for integrating a
foreign player or one recovering from a long-term injury. But the visibility and on-field

success of the mothers at the World Cup will force football into change, however reluctantly.

1. Female footballers used to consider that they were able to achieve a successful football
career while actively engaged in raising children.

2. A comprehensive package of measures such as payment during pregnancy was created
for all national associations to follow.

3. The French club, Lyon was the first one in France to pay two-thirds of salary to the
female player after she gave birth to her baby although it was not obliged to pay her
under the French law.

4. In the 1990s, mothers of the American team did not have to request the federation to
pay for flights, accommodation and meals for their children and nannies.

5. The female players are easily able to get longer-term contracts than the male players

since their contracts often expire during the maternity period.



[No. 80] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

My love’s like a red, red rose. It is the east, and Juliet is the sun. Life is a highway, I
wanna ride it all night long. Metaphor is a powerful and wonderful tool. Explaining one
thing in terms of another can be both illuminating and pleasurable, if the metaphor is apt.

But that “if” is important. Metaphors can be particularly helpful in explaining
unfamiliar concepts: imagining the Einsteinian model of gravity (heavy objects distort
space-time) as something like a bowling ball on a trampoline, for example. But metaphors
can also be misleading: picturing the atom as a solar system helps young students of
chemistry, but the more advanced learn that electrons move in clouds of probability, not in
neat orbits as planets do.

What may be an even more misleading metaphor—for artificial intelligence (AI)—
seems to be taking hold. AT systems can now perform staggeringly impressive tasks, and
their ability to reproduce what seems like the most human function of all, namely language,
has ever more observers writing about them. When they do, they are tempted by an obvious
(but obviously wrong) metaphor, which portrays AI programmes as conscious and even
intentional agents. After all, the only other creatures which can use language are other
conscious agents—that is, humans.

Take the well-known problem of factual mistakes in potted biographies, the likes of
which ChatGPT and other large language models (LLMS) churn out in seconds. Incorrect
birthplaces, non-existent career moves, books never written: one journalist at The Economist
was alarmed to learn that he had recently died. In the jargon of AI engineers, these are
“hallucinations”. In the parlance of critics, they are “lies”.

“Hallucinations” might be thought of as a forgiving euphemism. Your friendly local AI
is just having a bit of a bad trip; leave him to sleep it off and he’ll be back to himself in no
time. For the “lies” crowd, though, the humanising metaphor is even more profound: the AI
is not only thinking, but has desires and intentions. A lie, remember, is not any old false
statement. It is one made with the goal of deceiving others. ChatGPT has no such goals at
all.

Humans’' tendency to anthropomorphise things they don’t understand is ancient, and
may confer an evolutionary advantage. If, on spying a rustling in the bushes, you infer an
agent (whether predator or spirit), no harm is done if you are wrong. If you assume there is
nothing in the undergrowth and a leopard jumps out, you are in trouble. The all-too-human

desire to smack or yell at a malfunctioning device comes from this ingrained instinct to see



intentionality everywhere.

It is an instinct, however, that should be overridden when writing about AI. These
systems, including those that seem to converse, merely take input and produce output. At
their most basic level, they do nothing more than turn strings like 0010010101001010 into
1011100100100001 based on a set of instructions. Other parts of the software turn those Os
and 1s into words, giving a frightening—but false—sense that there is a ghost in the
machine.

Whether they can be said to “think” is a matter of philosophy and cognitive science,
since plenty of serious people see the brain as a kind of computer. But it is safer to call
what LLMS do “pseudo-cognition”. Even if it is hard on the face of it to distinguish the
output from human activity, they are fundamentally different under the surface. Most
importantly, cognition is not intention. Computers do not have desires.

It can be tough to write about machines without metaphors. People say a watch “tells”
the time, or that a credit-card reader which is working slowly is “thinking” while they wait
awkwardly at the checkout. Even when machines are said to “generate” output, that cold-
seeming word comes from an ancient root meaning to give birth.

But Al is too important for loose language. If entirely avoiding human-like metaphors is
all but impossible, writers should offset them, early, with some suitably bloodless phrasing.
“An LLMS is designed to produce text that reflects patterns found in its vast training data,”
or some such explanation, will help readers take any later imagery with due scepticism.
Humans have evolved to spot ghosts in machines. Writers should avoid ushering them into

that trap. Better to lead them out of it.

1. To help them understand unknown concepts, metaphors are valuable neither for
advanced learners, nor for young students.

2. Al systems are gaining more attention from observers since they believe that Al is able
to reproduce most human functions with consciousness and intention.

3. People tend to understand incomprehensible things as if they are living things, which
may be an advantage in evolution.

4. AI has a human instinct and is able to perform natural conversations with humans based
on a set of instructions from 0010010101001010 to 1011100100100001.

5. “Pseudo-cognition” is what LLMS do and it is easy to discern its output from human

activity externally.
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