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Achievement Rate of Desired Fertility (¥ 1)

The age of the respondent has a statistically significant positive effect in all cases (Table).
Looking at the cases of the three lowest rates of achievement (Japanese men and women,
South Korean men), we notice some common points; the age at first marriage and the direct
cost of raising children have a statistically significant negative impact on the achievement
rate. The influence of later timing of marriage (on achievement rate) and the influence of
direct costs of raising children (on achievement rate) are different stories. The negative effect
of the age at first marriage is also found for South Korean women.

In terms of university degree of the respondent (proxy variable of opportunity cost), the
negative impact was not confirmed in any case. University degree of one’s spouse has a
negative effect with regard to French women’s achievement.

Household income has a positive effect for both men and women in Japan. This is a
plausible result, because the direct cost per child paid by the family is significant in Japan.
The other countries have different propensity by gender. In the USA and France, the higher
the household income is, the higher the achievement rate is for women, while there is no
correlation between these two variables for men. This suggests that conjugal decisions about
family size reflect more the woman’s intention as household income increases. On the
contrary, the positive effect is found only for men in South Korea, which may mean that the
conjugal decision clearly reflects the man’s intention as household income increases, but
additional validation of this point is necessary.

Spouse’s working hours have a positive impact on the achievement rate for American
women and Japanese women. In those cases, men’s working hours seem to relate to their
higher income, because both countries are well-known as requiring long hours of white-collar
employees. It also relates to the gender division of labor in Japan, where there is still a strong
belief in the man’s role as a breadwinner. This result is consistent with other result that men’s
precarious labor market situation has a negative impact on Japanese women’s achievement
rate.

The views about childrearing were expected to have a negative impact, because real
experiences in childrearing can increase the desired number of children. In spite of our
expectation, we had only one case in which this was true, South Korean men.

The negative effects of direct costs of raising children and delaying marriage were found
in the case in which both the birth rate and the achievement rate of desired fertility were low

(Japanese men and women and South Korean men). As the marginal effect of the direct cost
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of raising children is much more significant than that of delaying marriage, reducing the
direct cost of raising children (costs of child care and children’s education) is the most
efficient way to improve the achievement rate of desired fertility. In Japan, the gender
division of labor can increase or decrease the achievement rate, depending on whether the
husband has a secure and well-paid job. In the case in which both birth rate and achievement
rate are high (American men and French men and women), no noteworthy negative effects
were found. American women and South Korean women have a similar achievement rate
(88% in their 40s) between the highest group and the lowest group, but their estimation
results are different. For American women, direct child cost shows a negative impact (the
marginal effect is smaller than that of the lowest group), and the achievement rate decreases
when respondents are in a precarious situation in the labor market. Wealthier American
women tend to meet their desire. For South Korean women, only the age at marriage has a

negative impact on the achievement rate.

(F1) ZZTHLH5MNTWVDS achievement rate &1 HFEITH2HOTFELE2FH O EZ, LD HVERLTL
LZhhERLTNVDS,

Table Estimation results of achievement rate of desired fertility (—&Hg)

USA France Japan South Korea
Men Women |Men Women |Men Women |Men Women
Age of respondent 0.15**  10.06™ 0.15%* 1015 0.21**  |0.15%*  |0.26™* |0.14**
Age at first marriage - - - - —0.23%% | —0.17™* | —0.16™* | —0.15™*
Ln child cost (3£2) 0.62 —1.98% |-030 |—152 |—213*%|-250%%|—-568% [0.49
University degree of respondent 0.19 —0.61 - —0.26 0.73 —0.03 —0.74 0.47
University degree of spouse —0.71 —0.11 —0.25 —0.67% | —0.07 0.51 0.39 —0.14
Household income (ref. Lowest income)
Second lowest income —0.05 |2.08* —0.26 [1.58™ 1.96* 0.24 6.54™* 10.06
Medium 0.38 2.09 0.45 1.67* 2.61% 1.39 9.55** 10.10
Second highest income 0.20 347 |-013  [3.80%* [2.99%* [1.73 11.35%* | —0.25
Highest income 0.46 4.08* -0.19 |3.72* 3.91% 2.59* 10.97% | —0.47
Working hours of respondent 0.00 —0.01 0.02 0.01 —0.02 —0.00 —0.01 —0.00
Working hours of spouse —0.01  [0.03™ |-0.01 |0.01 —0.01 |0.02%* —0.01 |—0.00
Precarious situation in labor market (resp) | —1.03 —0.69* |—0.56 —0.63 0.38 —0.07 0.25 —0.15
Precarious situation in labor market (spouse) | —0.51  |0.92 —0.27 |—0.49 |0.02 —3.00%*|—-1.89 |0.62
Dwell in big metropolitan area —0.17 —0.54 0.28 —0.52 0.16 —0.47 —0.69 0.15
Views about childrearing —0.13 0.03 —0.01 0.13 0.05 —0.05 —0.29™*% | —-0.10

Dep. variable: P = 1if AR = 0,P = 2if 0 < AR < 1,and P = 3if AR =1 (#3)

Note *Significant at 5%, **Significant at 1% (714 )

For French men, the variable “university degree of respondent” is removed because of its strong correlation with child cost
(R =0.834)
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