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[No. B59] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following passage.
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EZEHOBEBROLD, BHTI EEA,

1. The EU has decided to introduce tariffs on electric vehicles imported from China in
order to compete with Chinese-made electric vehicles, which are able to offer low prices
thanks to their abundant labor force and low wages.

2. In the vote by the EU members, Germany, whose domestic automobile manufacturing
industry is heavily dependent on exports to China, voted against the proposal, as did 15
other countries.

3. In response to public opinions concerned about retaliatory tariffs from China, the
French government has reversed its position on imposing tariffs on electric vehicle
imports from China.

4. The number of battery-powered electric vehicles registered in the EU fell by more than
40% compared to the same month in the previous year, but as a result of trade talks between
the EU and China, demand for electric vehicles in the UK reached an all-time high.

5. Even though automobile manufacturers are required to meet the sales targets of electric
vehicles under Zero Emission Vehicle (ZEV) regulations and could be fined if they fail to

achieve the targets, they have expressed concern about the feasibility due to economic factors.




[No. 60] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following passage.

Women triathletes dived off a blue pontoon into the Seine on Wednesday morning after

the river water finally tested as safe for competition, following days of delays and fierce
criticism of Paris Olympics organisers.

“The results of the latest water analyses, received at 3.20am, have been assessed as
compliant by World Triathlon allowing for the triathlon competitions to take place,” said the
organisers and World Triathlon.

The announcement came after two practice sessions were cancelled and the men’s
triathlon was postponed by 24 hours to Wednesday because of high levels of E. coli and
other bacteria in the water.

The French government had insisted on holding the swimming leg of triathlon races in
the Seine, in an effort to revive bathing in the Parisian river after a century-long ban.
Authorities spent €1.4bn on a years-long infrastructure push to make the Seine clean
enough for the competition, but the plan remains weather dependent.

When it rains heavily, as it did on Friday and Saturday, the city’s antique sewers
overflow into the river so as to avoid flooding the streets with sewage. Paris sought to
mitigate that risk by building a massive underground storage tank that could capture up to
46,000 cubic metres of wastewater to avoid it going into the river after storms.

But the system was overwhelmed by the bad weather last week, putting at risk organisers’
often repeated promises that the river would be ready for the triathlon and marathon
swimming. For several days tests showed E. coli and other bacteria levels were higher than
the level of 900 colony-forming units limit set by World Triathlon as safe for competitions.

Final tests carried out before the women'’s triathlon showed water quality had improved:
samples taken at four points along the river on Tuesday showed bacteria levels within 488 to
770 colony-forming units, according to French officials.

President Emmanuel Macron celebrated the long-awaited moment with a reminder of
the state’s financial commitment. “Here we are! The Seine is swimmable,” he said on social
media on Wednesday.

The triathlon was supposed to be a highlight of the Paris Olympics given that the course
was set against the dramatic backdrop of the Seine and well-known monuments—the
swimming starting at the Pont Alexandre III, followed by cycling and running along the
Champs Elysées and past the Musée d’Orsay.

Instead, it began a flashpoint for criticism that the organisers had put their desire for
postcard perfect event backdrops ahead of the needs of athletes who train for years to be

able to compete in the Olympics.



There was no back-up site for the triathlon to be held if the river was too dirty to swim,
although one was set for marathon swimming, the other event to be held in the Seine.

With more summer storms forecast in the coming days, it remains unclear if the mixed
triathlon relay and marathon swimming can be held next week.

On Wednesday, tens of thousands of fans were lined up along the Seine and the Champs
Elysées to cheer on the triathletes.

French athlete Cassandre Beaugrand broke through the finish line ahead of her
competitors to win the country’s first gold medal in the event. Switzerland’s Julie Derron
won silver, and Team GB’s Beth Potter won bronze.

Amid high temperatures and humidity, Britain’s Alex Yee won gold with a strong
performance in the 10km run, overtaking New Zealand’s Hayden Wilde, who won silver.

France’s Léo Bergéere won the bronze.

1. Bathing in the Seine has been forbidden since the 1st century AD due to the poor
quality of the water, and the revival of this tradition has long been a dream of all Parisians.

2. For many years, authorities have been investing in facilities to improve the quality of
the Seine to a level suitable for swimming competitions, for example, by building facilities
to store waste water.

3. In the final test, carried out just before the women’s triathlon, samples taken from
several points along the Seine showed that the water quality had improved, with values
above the limit set by World Triathlon.

4. For many swimmers, swimming in a course with the famous sights of Paris as a backdrop
is a dream, but the organisers have been criticised for putting the figures from the water
quality tests ahead of the desires of such swimmers.

5. Alex Yee from the UK showed a strong performance in the 10km race by winning the

first ever gold medal for the UK.



[No. 61] Which of the following sequences of letters shows the best logical order for the

paragraphs in this passage?
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[No. 62] Which of the following sequences of letters shows the best logical order for the
paragraphs in this passage?

It’s hard for most people to avoid at least some monotony at work. Complete an Excel.
Send a perfunctory email. Read a perfunctory email.

Workers often think the most productive approach when confronted with mind-numbing
tasks is to try to fight off the boredom and persist in completing them in one sitting. But
new research suggests that may not be the best strategy. Struggling to persevere at boring
tasks might actually be hurting workers’ ability to be productive at subsequent tasks.

According to the research, instead of trying to power through, workers would be better
off staggering boring tasks with tasks they find meaningful throughout the day.

When workers try to ignore or suppress that boredom, it usually leads to mind-wandering

and a decrease in productivity later in the day.

A

Belinda and his fellow researchers designed a series of experiments and studies—first,
to find out whether productivity suffers when workers suppress feelings of boredom, and, if

it does suffer, what could be done to fix that.

B

“Our findings were sort of like whack-a-mole,” Belinda says. “If we try to push boredom

down now, we feel the consequences in our attention and productivity later in the same day.”

C

Members of each group were then told to spend three minutes writing an essay that
would be used to train one of two algorithms: a “meaningful” algorithm that would help
autistic children, or one that would simply be used for another research paper. All
participants were told that the algorithm would “learn” the most based on how many unique
words their essays incorporated.

The paint-watchers on average used fewer unique words and experienced more mind-
wandering than those test subjects who watched the extreme-sports video. “If you were
really bored by that first task, you were less focused and less productive on that second task,”
says Belinda. However, participants who watched the boring video didn’t show the same
lapses in attention and productivity when they were told that the essay was going to help
build a consequential application.

“That spillover effect of boredom on future tasks was attenuated by the perceived



meaningfulness of the second task,” Belinda says.

D

Managers, too, can be part of the solution. “They can explain that trying to power
through boring tasks isn’t necessarily the best approach for anyone or for the organization,”
he says. Managers can also encourage employees to do some daily planning. “Inspire them
to think about how different tasks are likely to affect their emotions and attention, and to

plan accordingly,” he says.

7. Next the researchers tested whether performing “meaningful” tasks reduced the effects
of boredom on mind-wandering and productivity in subsequent tasks. They recruited
206 undergraduates who were randomly assigned to watch either a “high boredom” six-
minute video featuring a man explaining types of paint, or a “low boredom” video in
which extreme-sports athletes performed stunts accompanied by high-energy music.

4. So, what’s the takeaway for employees and companies? Belinda suggests that
individual employees look at each day holistically, dividing tasks that need to get done
into “boring” and “meaningful” buckets, and structuring those eight hours so that they
toggle between the two. “When a worker engages with something that’s meaningful to
them, that can reorient their attention and replenish their energy,” Belinda says.

v7. Boredom serves an important purpose, much like pain, says Casher Belinda, an
assistant professor of management at Notre Dame’s Mendoza College of Business, and a
co-author of the research. “If you put your hand on a hot stove, that pain is telling you
take it off,” he says. Similarly, boredom signals to us that we should stop what we're
doing and find an alternative use of our mind.

L. In one study, 406 workers in a variety of occupations were asked to wear special watches
that pinged at intervals during their workday for one week. Each time the device would
ping, the workers were asked to rate their boredom levels, the importance of the work at

hand, how well they were concentrating and how productive they were feeling.

A B C D
1. 4 7 7 T
2. 4 i T 7
3. 7 A 7 T
4. 7 A T 7
5 v T 7 ot



[No. 63] Select the best-matched combination to fill in the blanks of the following passage.

EZREDRRD-O, BEH T EEA,




EREDRERD -, BETI EEA,

aos W

(1)
catastrophic
catastrophic
catastrophic
optimistic

optimistic

(2) 3)

while increasing
while decreasing
because decreasing
while increasing
because decreasing




[No. 64] Select the best-matched combination to fill in the blanks of the following passage.

Asian economies in recent years have focused on monetary policy and fighting off a
postpandemic inflation surge. The IMF thinks that battle is largely won.

“Now, it’s really time to go back to fiscal policy,” said Thomas Helbling, deputy director
of the International Monetary Fund’s Asia and Pacific Department.

Most of the region is on economically sound footing. Employment is strong and there’s
no obvious need for stimulus spending, he said. It’s the perfect time to get fiscal consolidation
back on track, he told The Wall Street Journal in a recent interview.

During the pandemic, governments spent heavily—and rightly so—but it is time to
rebuild some fiscal buffers, he said, especially given heightened uncertainty and mounting
risks.

In its latest Asia-Pacific outlook, the IMF described a worsening risk landscape. Asia’s
economic resilience faces tests from conflicts in the Middle East, uncertainty about U.S.
policy (1) a Trump administration, and continued doubts over China’s economic
revitalization.

At home, Asia faces towering public and household debt.

Public debt and debt-servicing ratios in Asia are well above prepandemic levels, making
growth-friendly fiscal consolidation an urgent priority, the fund said in its October outlook.

In a fiscal report the same month, the IMF estimated that general government gross
debt in Asia could balloon to 97% of gross domestic product in 2029.

Fiscal consolidation is on many countries’ agendas but there have been repeated

(2) | and they are falling behind, Helbling said, and efforts must restart “in earnest.”

Elections have been one factor behind the lack of progress, he said.

The year has been packed with political activity in Asia, including elections in India,
Indonesia and Japan. As new administrations are formed, continuing fiscal and economic
policy can get complex. Winding back popular Covid-era supports is especially tricky.

While some measures were clearly temporary, and could be undone easily when inflation
surges, others like energy subsidies to help households are much harder to unwind, even if
the acute need or justifications are no longer there, Helbling said.

“To get the political majority, to get the political support, it takes some time.”

In Malaysia, for example, a long-debated cut to subsidies for lower-octane petrol has
faced resistance and delays, while in Japan some subsidies have been extended.

“The issue is, you often find a constituency that is particularly affected,” Helbling said.
And when governments are challenged to find a political majority, “some of the marginal

constituencies have more weight.”



Making support more targeted would help. A lot of aid during the pandemic and
immediately after was very , Helbling said. It had to be rolled out fast to help the
population, and try to prevent the economy falling off a cliff.

Now there’s room to roll some things back and tailor efforts for those who really need it,
he said.

More needs to be done to address revenue shortfalls as well, particularly in economies
with large sustainable development goals.

Many emerging economies in the region have relatively low tax revenues, the economist
said. Addressing that could involve broadening the tax base, reducing exemptions, and

strengthening tax collection.

(1) (2) (3)

1. over delayed acceptable
2. over delaying opposable

3. under delayed characteristic
4. under delays general

5. above delays unnatural
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*No.60

Source: Leila Abboud 2024 Paris Olympic triathletes swim in Seine after bacteria levels subside
FT.com 31. Jul. Used under licence from the Financial Times. All Rights Reserved.

*No.62

Used with permission of Dow Jones & Company, Inc., from Have a Boring Task to Do at Work?
Don’t Just Plow Through It, Heidi Mitchell, The Wall Street Journal, June 18, 2024; permission
conveyed through Copyright Clearance Center,Inc.

*No.64

Used with permission of Dow Jones & Company, Inc., from Asia’s Tamed Inflation. Now, It Must
Get Its Fiscal House in Order, IMF Official Says, Fabiana Negrin Ochoa, The Wall Street Journal,
Nov 14, 2024; permission conveyed through Copyright Clearance Center, Inc.
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