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The more mechanistic approach to social choice aspires for individuals’ preferences to

be aggregated impartially into some determinate collective choice. But, as has long been

known, majority rule may well be indeterminate. The structure of people’s preferences may

be such that any option can beat any other option by a majority vote. Where we stop — what

we settle upon as ‘the’ democratic outcome — is then highly arbitrary.

Imagine the simplest three-voter, three-issue case, with preferences distributed as

follows:

Alan prefers option Z to Y to X;

Bea prefers option X to Z to Y;

Charlie prefers optionY to X to Z.

Then majority rule leads us around in circles. OptionY beats X (by the votes of |:|
and |:| ), option Z beats Y (by the votes 0f| A | and | | ) but option X beats

Z (by the votes of | A | and |

|). In cases such as this, majority voting yields no

determinate answer to the question of which option is socially preferred.

noticed this danger over two centuries ago. A vast literature has since grown

up in and around mathematical economics trying — largely unsuccessfully — to find a way out

of the general impossibility result that Arrow constructed upon those foundations.

A
1. Alan
Alan
Bea

Bea

ook W

Charlie

B
Condorcet
Rousseau
Condorcet
Rousseau

Condorcet
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The road to breakdown is dangerously deceptive. With a classic coup d’état,
the death of a democracy is immediate and evident to all. The presidential palace burns.
The president is killed, imprisoned, or shipped off into exile. The constitution is suspended
or scrapped. On the road, none of these things happen. There are no tanks in the
streets. Constitutions and other nominally democratic institutions remain in place. People
still vote. Elected autocrats maintain a veneer of democracy while eviscerating its substance.

Many government efforts to subvert democracy are “ ,” in the sense that they
are approved by the legislature or accepted by the courts. They may even be portrayed as
efforts to improve democracy—making the judiciary more efficient, combating corruption,
or cleaning up the electoral process. Newspapers still publish but are bought off or bullied
. Citizens continue to criticize the government but often find themselves facing tax
or other legal troubles. This sows public confusion. People do not immediately realize what
is happening. Many continue to believe they are living under a democracy. Because there is
no single moment—no coup, declaration of martial law, or suspension of the constitution—in
which the regime obviously “crosses the line” into dictatorship, nothing may set off society’s
alarm bells. Those who denounce government abuse may be dismissed as exaggerating or

crying wolf. Democracy’s erosion is, for many, almost El

A B C D
1. electoral illegal into self-censorship perceptible
2. electoral legal into self-censorship imperceptible
3. military legal into self-censorship imperceptible
4. military illegal by censorship perceptible
5. military illegal by censorship imperceptible



[No. 14] ROFEZIX, BUREO K ERICET 5O —H TH 2 (—HEEXIZEE L TV 5H
Find%c)e Av By CICHTREZ20DDMARE L THROZALRDRIEND, 1272, BEJE
EEHEORAELAVLOET 5, 2B, xho [ | KOLTHBEOHE LRETH 5,

Which method—large-n or case study—is better? We should favor the method that
allows the most strong tests. More tests are better than fewer; strong tests are better than
weak; many strong tests are best, as are methods that allow them. The structure of available
data decides which method is strongest for testing a given theory.

Most theories of war are best tested by methods because the international
historical record of prewar politics and diplomacy, which serves as our data, usually lends
itself better to deep study of cases. A few cases are recorded in great depth (the
two World Wars) but the historical record deteriorates sharply as we move beyond the
fifteenth or twentieth case. As a result often allow more and stronger tests than
|:| methods. Conversely, methods are relatively more effective for testing
theories of American electoral politics because very large numbers of cases (of elections, or
of interviewed voters) are well recorded. Case studies can be strong tools for exploring
American politics, however, especially if in-depth case studies yield important data that is
otherwise inaccessible, and analysis can be a strong method for exploring

international politics if relevant test data is recorded for many cases.

A B C
1. largen a few case-study
2. large-n a few large-n
3. largen many case-study
4. case-study a few large-n
5. case-study many large-n
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The models we investigate assume that the states are . As a starting point,
actors can rank all possible outcomes from best to worst. They can also report the
relative intensity of those preferences and weigh them consistently when outcomes arise
probabilistically. However, as is standard for game-theoretic models, we go beyond that. The
players can implement strategies to maximize their welfare given their strategic
circumstances. They are also fully capable of processing information and updating their
beliefs in a logically consistent manner.

These assumptions are all vital first steps toward any explanation for war. Even
someone who wants to study irrational causes of war still must start here. One cannot argue
a conflict is irrational until we have a benchmark for when wars arise for reasons.

(H )

Speaking of abstraction, the other major running modeling choice we will make is to
adopt the actor assumption—that states are singular strategic entities, free from
tensions of domestic politics. Employing it means that the states have well-defined
preferences. There are no domestic political cleavages that a leader can use war to exploit.

Is this a realistic assumption? Absolutely not. Theoretical work on veto players shows
the importance of domestic politics. More recent work has brought domestic politics into
mainstream security theory. Modeling actors means that by assumption we rule
out wars due to problems—frictions that arise when one actor (here, the leader)
must take actions on behalf of another actor with a different set of preferences (here, the
broader public).

Realism aside, is it a useful assumption? Yes, for four reasons. First, it is convenient.
The fewer moving parts a model has, the easier it is to solve. Treating a state as a single
entity rather than an amalgamation of many different actors allows us to focus on the

interstate bargaining and not exhaust endless effort on resolving the domestic issues.

A B C
1. observable unitary commitment
2. observable pluralistic principal-agent
3. rational unitary principal-agent
4. rational independent coordination
5. equal pluralistic coordination
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7. Trade between countries reduces the risk of war between them. When trade is
economically important, disruption of existing trade ties makes wars more costly. This
indirect economic loss from war makes states more willing to accept greater concessions
to avoid it.

1. After 1945, governments made the compromise between safeguarding their domestic
economic objectives, especially a commitment to maintaining full employment, on the
one hand, and an opening up of the domestic economy to allow for the restoration of
international trade and investment on the other.

7. International Relations has always been a story of the rise and fall of great powers.
Periods of shifting power are difficult and dangerous times. Rising states will naturally
seek to challenge the status quo and to revise the dominant norms of the system in
order to reflect their own interests and their own values. Established powers will be

tempted to use their power to block the emergence of rising or revisionist states.

7 A 1y
1. commercial peace embedded liberalism power transitions
2. commercial peace neo-liberalism comparative advantage
3. democratic peace embedded liberalism boomerang effect
4. democratic peace Mercantilism comparative advantage
5. positive peace neo-liberalism boomerang effect
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The core of A. Wendt’s argument is the rejection of the neorealist position, according to

which anarchy must necessarily lead to self-help. Whether it does or not cannot be decided

a priori; it depends on the between states. In these processes of , the
of states are created. For neorealists, are a given; states know who they
are and what they want before they begin with other states. For Wendt, it is such
an that creates and instantiates one structure of rather than another;
structure has no existence or causal powers apart from process. States want to survive and
be secure; neorealists and constructivists agree about that. But what kind of security policy

follows from this? Do states seek to become as powerful as possible or are they content with
what they have? Wendt argues that we can only find out by studying as they are

shaped in the between states.

(H g )

Wendt drives home the point that constructivism is not merely about adding the role of
to existing theories of International Relations. Material power and state interest
are fundamentally formed by and social . Therefore, states in an anarchic
system may each possess military and other capabilities which can be seen as potentially
threatening by other states; but enmity and arms races are not inevitable outcomes. Social

between states can also lead to more benign and friendly cultures of anarchy.

A B C
1. interdependence identities and interests regimes
2. interaction identities and interests ideas
3. interaction norms and beliefs regimes
4. intersubjectivity norms and beliefs ideas
5. intersubjectivity power and security relative gains
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. In the bureau-shaping model rational senior bureaucrats do not value routine,
conflictual work in large organizations staffed mainly by non-élite personnel, exposed to
public criticism and risks from mistakes and situated a long way from political power
centres. Instead, they value individually innovative work with a developmental rhythm,
a broad scope of concerns, low exposure to public criticism, collegial and élite work
units, restricted hierarchy, congenial personal relations, high-status organizational and

social contacts especially professional ones, and proximity to political power centres.

A . Bureaucratic officials (and all other social agents) seek to attain their goals

rationally. In other words, they act in the most efficient manner possible given their
limited capabilities and the cost of information. Hence all the agents in our theory are
utility maximizers. In practical terms, this implies that whenever the cost of attaining
any given goal rises in terms of time, effort, or money, they seek to attain less of that
goal, other things being equal. Conversely, whenever the cost of attaining a goal falls,

they seek to attain more of it.

*7. A bureaucrat who may not be personally motivated to maximize the budget of his

bureau is usually driven by conditions both internal and external to the bureau to do
just that. One should not be surprised, therefore (as I was initially), to hear the most
dedicated bureaucrats describe their objective as maximizing the budget for the
particulars service(s) for which they are responsible. Some people resist accepting this
rationality argument for budget maximization by bureaucrats because this behavioral

assumption is not clearly consistent with higher-level goals.

7 A 7
P. Dunleavy W. Niskanen A. Downs
P. Dunleavy A.Downs W. Niskanen
A. Gouldner A.Downs W. Niskanen
C. Barnard W. Niskanen A.Downs
C. Barnard W. Niskanen A. Gouldner



[No. 31] ®o#EXIF, BRICSIZOWTHHLIXED—HTH S (—HMEELIIEEL TV 5HE
Fimdd2.)o Av By CICHTREZLDDOMERLLTHERDBZLE LD END,

The ‘BRICS’ began as an acronym that referred to four emerging economies: Brazil,
China, India, and Russia. The term was first coined in the research paper Building Better
Global Economic BRICs by economist Jim O’Neill of Goldman Sachs in 2001. O’Neill
regarded these four countries as the key emerging , and projected that the relative
size and share of the BRICS in the world economy would rise exponentially. In his report,
O’Neill also described the implications of this for the and called for a
rearrangement of the representation in such groupings as the . From this start
there have been two ways of thinking about the BRICS as a grouping.

The first, and most common, has been to understand the BRICS in the context of the
future of the global economy. In 2003, a Goldman Sachs report predicted that, in all
likelihood, by 2025 the BRICS would account for over half of the size of the in
terms of GDP. And in less than 40 years, the BRICS economies together could be larger than
the . Several reports have followed up on this, offering more detailed analyses and
readjusted projections of the BRIC economies.

(Hig)

The other way of talking about the BRICS has been in terms of a diplomatic grouping.
The first BRIC summit was held in Russia in 2009, and joined the grouping in 2010.
Since then, annual summits have been held. Understandings of the nature of the grouping
vary widely. Some see it as a bargaining coalition or even a proto-alliance® designed to
balance the power of the United States. Others see it as a caucus for developing common
positions on the part of a group of large states that have been marginalized by the power of

the West.

(3F)* proto- : D FHEER LD

A B C
1. market economies Group of Seven (G7) South Africa
2. market economies Group of Twenty (G20) South Africa
3. market economies Group of Twenty (G20) Saudi Arabia
4. command economies Group of Seven (G7) South Africa
5. command economies Group of Twenty (G20) Saudi Arabia
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1. On behalf of the peoples we serve, we have adopted a historic decision on a
comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centred set of universal and transformative Goals
and targets. We commit ourselves to working tirelessly for the full implementation of this
Agenda by 2030. We recognize that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions,
including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable
requirement for sustainable development. We are committed to achieving sustainable
development in its three dimensions—economic, social and environmental—in a balanced
and integrated manner.

2. We resolve, between now and 2030, to end poverty and hunger everywhere; to combat
inequalities within and among countries; to build peaceful, just and inclusive societies; to
protect human rights and promote gender equality and the empowerment of women and
girls; and to ensure the lasting protection of the planet and its natural resources. We
resolve also to create conditions for sustainable, inclusive and sustained economic growth,
shared prosperity and decent work for all, taking into account different levels of national
development and capacities.

3. As we embark on this great collective journey, we pledge that no one will be left behind.
Recognizing that the dignity of the human person is fundamental, we wish to see the
Goals and targets met for all nations and peoples and for all segments of society. And we
will endeavour to reach the furthest behind first.

4. One message rang through loud and clear: the choices we make, or fail to make, today
could result in further breakdown, or a breakthrough to a greener, better, safer future.
The choice is ours to make; but we will not have this chance again. That is why Our
Common Agenda is, above all, an agenda of action designed to accelerate the
implementation of existing agreements, including the Sustainable Development Goals.

5. This is an Agenda of unprecedented scope and significance. It is accepted by all
countries and is applicable to all, taking into account different national realities,
capacities and levels of development and respecting national policies and priorities.
These are universal goals and targets which involve the entire world, developed and
developing countries alike. They are integrated and indivisible and balance the three

dimensions of sustainable development.
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1. The Judicial arm of the United Nations. Established in 1946 it is composed of fifteen
judges appointed by the General Assembly and Security Council. It acts as a body of
arbitration for consenting states in conflict over a particular issue, and makes its decisions
according to international law. It also provides legal advice to other UN institutions.

2. Established in 2002, it is charged with jurisdiction over certain crimes such as crimes
against humanity and war crimes. It can investigate cases where citizens of member
states are accused; incidents take place in member states; or where the United Nations
Security Council refers a case.

3. Established in 2006, it is an intergovernmental body within the United Nations system
responsible for strengthening the promotion and protection of human rights around the
globe and for addressing situations of human rights violations and making
recommendations on them. It has the ability to discuss all thematic human rights issues
and situations that require its attention throughout the year.

4. Tt is an independent judicial body established by the 1982 United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea. It has jurisdiction over any dispute concerning the interpretation
or application of the Convention, and over all matters specifically provided for in any
other agreement which confers jurisdiction on the Tribunal.

5. It was established by the General Assembly of the United Nations in 1950. It provides
life-saving assistance, including shelter, food, water and medical care for people forced to
flee conflict and persecution, many of whom have nobody left to turn to. It defends their
right to reach safety and help them find a place to call home so they can rebuild their

lives.
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7. Because United Nations peacekeeping operations are binding measures that are
undertaken only when the Security Council determines the existence of a threat to the
peace, they do not require the consent of the host state or other parties to the conflict
prior to their deployment, and the use of armed force in the host state is generally
authorized.

4. The Security Council of the United Nations may, even if it does not determine that a
threat to the peace exists, recommend appropriate procedures or methods of
adjustment at any stage of a dispute between UN member states, if it finds that the
continuance of the dispute is likely to endanger the maintenance of international peace
and security.

7. In the Oil Platforms case™', the International Court of Justice held that in order for a
UN member state to exercise its right of self-defense, it must not only fulfill the
requirements set forth in the UN Charter, but also comply with the requirements of
customary international law regarding the exercise of the right of self-defense, such as
necessity and proportionality.

I. The Outer Space Treaty™?

not only makes the claim of sovereignty over outer space
illegal, but also establishes the principle of peaceful use of outer space, explicitly
prohibiting parties from conducting military activities such as the establishment of

military bases or the deployment of conventional weapons in any outer space.

1. v
2. T
3. 7. A
4. 7., T
5 4.7

(3%)*! 0il Platforms case : International Court of Justice, Oil Platforms (Islamic Republic
of Iran v. United States of America), Judgment of 6 November 2003

*2 Outer Space Treaty : Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the

Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial

Bodies, adopted on 19 December 1966
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