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passage.
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ZEMEDBRDD, BETXER A,

1. The number of Australian foreign students was 95,000 in fiscal 2023.

2. Jason Clare states that tertiary education is an important element in the Australian
economy.

3. David Lloyd feels that the new policies will benefit the tertiary education sector
immensely.

4. Australia is one of many countries, including Canada and the U.K., to crack down on
migration in the artificial intelligence sector.

5. Australians’ support for migration has risen to the highest level, with 42% saying that it

has a positive effect.




[No. 72] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

Employees’ negative daily emotions and lack of well-being can ultimately hurt worker
engagement—and the economy, according to a new report released this week.

Gallup, in its “State of the Global Workplace,” estimates that low employee engagement
costs the global economy $8.9 trillion, or 9% of global GDP.

The report includes findings from its latest annual World Poll, which surveyed 128,278
employees in more than 140 countries last year.

That poll found that roughly 20% of workers globally reported feeling lonely, angry or
sad on a daily basis. And 41% on average say they feel stress.

Those most likely to say they feel lonely were younger workers (22%), employees who
worked remotely full-time (25%) and those who felt most disengaged on the job (31%).

While work isn’t always the cause of a person’s negative daily emotions, employers
should still be concerned. That’s because work can either improve or worsen employees’
well-being.

On the one hand, the Gallup report noted, “when employees find their work and work
relationships meaningful, employment is associated with high levels of daily enjoyment and
low levels of all negative daily emotions. Notably, half of employees who are engaged at
work are thriving in life overall.”

On the other, researchers found that being disengaged at work can negatively affect a
person’s wellbeing as much as—or more than—not having a job at all. “Employees who
dislike their jobs tend to have high levels of daily stress and worry, as well as elevated levels
of all other negative emotions,” they wrote. “On many wellbeing items (stress, anger, worry,
loneliness), being actively disengaged at work is equivalent to or worse than being
unemployed.”

The poll found that last year only 23% of employees were engaged at work, unchanged
from the year prior. Gallup defines an engaged employee as someone “highly involved in
and enthusiastic about their work and workplace. They are psychological ‘owners,” drive
performance and innovation, and move the organization forward.”

But those who said they were not engaged rose by 3 percentage points to 62%. These
are employees characterized as “psychologically unattached to their work and company.
Because their engagement needs are not being fully met, they are putting time but not
energy or passion into their work.”

Engagement levels are highest in so-called “best practice” organizations, where three-



fourths of managers on average are engaged as well as seven in 10 non-managers, Gallup
said. Their best practices include leaders’ emphasizing well-being at work and in life; and
putting a high priority on manager hiring and development.

The manager piece of the equation is especially crucial. “[W]hen managers are
engaged, employees are more likely to be engaged,” the report said. And, it added, “high-
engagement business units are likely to see significantly higher employee wellbeing—as

well as higher productivity, profitability and sales—than low-engagement teams.”

1. Low worker engagement affects the economy and “State of the Global Workplace” is a
report to be released about it.

2. Young and senior employees who work remotely are most likely to feel lonely and
disengaged.

3. Being disengaged at work can have a positive influence on a person’s wellbeing.

4. Actual worker engagement levels are lowest in those organizations that claim to be
“best practice” companies.

5. The role of managers is shown to be essential for workers’ welfare.



[No. 73] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

The Great Barrier Reef, the largest living ecosystem on Earth, is facing an existential
threat, scientists warn, as ocean temperatures reach their highest levels in 400 years.

A new study by researchers from Australia says that unless global heating is stopped,
this natural wonder may not survive for future generations.

Sea surface temperatures in waters surrounding the Great Barrier Reef this year
reached their hottest levels in more than 400 years, the study published in Nature on
Thursday found.

“The reef is in danger, and if we don’t divert from our current course, our generation
will likely witness the demise of one of Earth’s great natural wonders, the Great Barrier
Reef,” Benjamin Henley, lead author of the research, said in a press briefing on Tuesday.

“The world is losing one of its icons,” Mr Henley, who is also a lecturer at the University
of Melbourne and an honorary fellow at the University of Wollongong, said. “I find that to
be an absolute tragedy. It’s hard to understand how that can happen on our watch in our
lifetime. So it’s very, very sad.”

The temperatures in the seas around the GBR have been rising consistently since the
1900s, due to human activities like burning coal, oil and gas that increased dangerous
greenhouse gases, after centuries of a stable environment.

From 1960 to 2024, the study’s authors observed an average annual warming for January
to March of 0.12C (0.22F) per decade.

The study says the “unprecedented” heat on the sea surface around the natural wonder
is driving increasingly frequent mass bleaching events that are putting it in danger.

In fact, since 2016, the reef has experienced five summers of mass coral bleaching when
temperatures turned so high that the corals started losing their colour as the algae that
gives them nutrients and colour is expelled by corals under heat stress.

These bleaching events happened during five of the six warmest years in the last four
centuries, the study showed.

Co-author Helen McGregor said she was “extremely concerned” about the reef,
describing the temperature increases as “unprecedented”.

“These are corals that have lived for 400 years and this is the warmest temperatures
they’re experiencing. These are the Redwood trees of the reef,” she told AFP news agency.

The findings show the Great Barrier Reef is being pushed closer to a tipping point from

which it may not recover, and that urgent action is needed to limit the global temperature



rise to a maximum of 1.5C.

To analyse the past temperature records for which data wasn’t available, the group of
scientists drilled into coral and analysed the samples, similar to counting tree rings, to
measure summer ocean temperatures dating back to 1618.

The reef is home to a wide variety of natural life, with 600 types of coral and 1,625 fish
species alone. It is also a significant tourism boon for Australia, contributing about $4.2bn
to the country’s economy each year.

But new findings are adding fuel to the debate that the reef should be classified as an
endangered site. Australia has been trying to keep it off the list so it doesn’t harm the
tourism that contributes A$6.4b (£3.32b) to the economy annually.

The world is on track to see a 2-3 degrees rise in temperatures by the end of the century.
In fact, the last 12 months have already seen global temperatures 1.5C above the pre-
industrial levels, as well as the hottest on record.

According to the Paris Agreement, the world is trying to prevent the temperature rise
from going above 1.5C or 2C maximum. But for corals, even a 2C rise can be enough to wipe

out 99 per cent of the reefs.

1. An Australian study says the Great Barrier Reef will have difficulty surviving due to
rising sea temperatures in the water surrounding it.

2. The temperatures in the waters of the Great Barrier Reef began to rise in 2016, causing
gradual coral bleaching.

3. According to the survey, the “unprecedented” heat at sea level is putting coral reefs at
risk, and urgent action is needed to keep the temperatures as they are around the Great
Barrier Reef.

4, In accordance with the results of the new study, Australia has approved the
classification of coral reefs as endangered, which generates economic benefits.

5. Experts predict that sea surface temperatures will rise 2-3 degrees within a few years,

and even a 2-degree rise will entirely exterminate the corals on the reefs.



[No. 74] Select the appropriate combination of words to fill in the blanks of the following

passage.

The number of valid Indian passports grew from 52m a decade ago to 93m this year. By
2040 the number of international departures could hit 80m or even 90m, reckons McKinsey,
a consultancy. Thatis ( A ) the 104m Chinese who went abroad in 2019. But Chinese
consumers are increasingly staying at home; their foreign travel is not growing ( B ) it
used to. Indians are ( C ) see the world. Unlike the Chinese at a similar stage, however,

they arenot ( D ) Europe. Itis countries ( E ) home that are reaping the rewards.

A B C D E
1. aslarge as far less reluctant to done for familiar to
2. as many as as a few as looking forward to departing in the next to
3. not far off as fast as thirsty to rushing to closer to
4. far larger than far behind eager for gone to near
5. much smaller than as high as reaching for left around

[No. 75] Select the sentence which is grammatically correct.

1. Despite to visit Kyoto before, he did not go to any Japanese shrines and temples.
It is that woman good at gardening that has planted the plum trees near the house.
What you do in an emergency shows people who are you.

If you should change your travel plan, just telling me when you meet me next time.

ook W

Doing something is always better than to do nothing.
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[No. 76] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

What is the world’s largest Shakespeare collection doing in Washington, DC? Across the
street from the Library of Congress, diagonally opposite the Supreme Court, sits the Folger
Shakespeare Library. At first glance, the large neoclassical block of white marble looks like
another government building. Approach the entrance, however, and you will be greeted by a
statue of Puck, the mischief-making sprite from “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”. At his feet,
a quotation reads: “Lord, what fooles these mortals be!”

The library was established by Henry and Emily Folger, Gilded Age philanthropists who
spent their oil fortune obsessively collecting First Folios and rare Shakespeare materials.
After years of hoarding the collection in bank vaults, they decided to create a monument to
Shakespeare in America’s capital. “The poet is one of our best sources, one of the wells
from which we Americans draw our national thought, our faith and our hope,” Emily said.
The Founding Fathers similarly adored Shakespeare, seeing in his tyrants the need for
institutional checks on power.

The Folger Shakespeare Library opened in 1932 and ever since has catered to a rarefied
community of scholars and theatre patrons. In 2020 it closed for a renovation to the tune of
$80.5m, aimed at making the library more welcoming. “We're trying to take down barriers,”
says Greg Prickman, the director of collections and exhibitions. “Our mission is to make the
collection accessible.”

Most of the Folger’'s holdings—which include some 277,000 books and 60,000
manuscripts—had been housed in a vast underground storage facility. To share more of its
treasured hoard with the public, the library has created new galleries, adding 12,000 feet of
public space underneath the Great Hall and theatre.

The extension comes at a time when Shakespeare’s exalted place in the public
imagination is increasingly under threat, at least in America. To those on the political right,
he is obscene; schools in Florida have abridged the plays because of their “raunchiness”.
Some on the left see him as colonialist, racist and misogynistic. Teachers have questioned
whether he is still relevant to students and suggested setting the plays aside in favour of
works by non-white or female authors. Few leading American universities still require
literature students to take a module on Shakespeare.

The Folger wants to make the case that Shakespeare belongs to everyone, even if he



seems pale, male and stale. Washington’s population is 44% black. Beyond the political
sphere is a neighbourhood with “all kinds of folks who haven’t been aware of the Folger
because the Folger has behaved like it wasn’t aware of them,” says Peggy O’Brien, its
director of education.

So a new exhibition addresses the subject of race head-on. It includes a portrait of Ira
Aldridge, who in 1825 became the first black actor to play Othello (the role had hitherto
been assumed by white actors in blackface). “For too long, Shakespeare was seen as both
the property of white culture and evidence of its supremacy,” a display notes. The Folger
itself is implicated in this thorny history. In 1932 Joseph Quincy Adams, who became the
library’s first director, praised Shakespeare as the “cornerstone” of Anglo-Saxon culture, key
to forging a homogenous American nation when “The forces of immigration became a
menace to the preservation of our long-established English civilisation.”

Elsewhere the challenge is making the old artefacts look exciting. In the centre of the
hall, the First Folios—the Folger’s crown jewels—glow dimly in a glass vitrine. Around 750
copies of Shakespeare’s collected plays were originally printed in 1623. Only 235 survive
today; the Folger owns more than a third. Visitors are now able to see all 82 copies for the
first time. “They were stored in the furthest corner of the deepest vault and now they're
inside the front door,” says Ms O’Brien.

To help visitors explore the collection, the Folger has turned to technology. An
interactive light show highlights the Folios’ unique qualities. Which was the most
expensive? A copy acquired by Henry Folger in 1903 for $48,732 ($1.7m today). How many
of them were owned by women? A third. Visitors can explore the Folios via touchscreen.
What is the rust stain on one Folio? An outline of spectacles from a reader who left their
glasses on the book.

Another exhibition hall will rotate rare books and manuscripts, from Geoffrey Chaucer’s
“Canterbury Tales” to Mark Twain’s “Is Shakespeare Dead?”. In the short book, Twain
expounded his view that someone else wrote the works. “So far as anybody actually knows
and can prove, Shakespeare of Stratford-on-Avon never wrote a play in his life,” wrote Twain.
“All the rest of his vast history, as furnished by the biographers, is built up, course upon
course, of guesses, inferences, theories, conjectures—an Eiffel Tower of artificialities rising
sky-high.”

Ironically Henry Folger seems to have harboured similar doubts; so did several Supreme
Court justices who visited the Folger’s collection. “I think the evidence that he was not the
author is beyond a reasonable doubt,” said John Paul Stevens, who suspected that Edward
de Vere, the Earl of Oxford, was the true author. “People have a lot of different opinions
about Shakespeare,” says Ms O’Brien. “That’s to be acknowledged and invited. It's a

dialogue.” In its expansion, the Folger has even made room for heretical views.



1. When you approach the entrance of the Folger Shakespeare Library, you will see the
fluorescent and steel building surrounded by government buildings as well as a quotation
at your feet.

2. In 2020, the Folger made an extensive renovation with the director of collections and
exhibitions for a more selected community.

3. The Folger did not fully recognize the diversity of races in the neighbourhood until
recently, but now wants to make the case that everyone can feel connected to
Shakespeare.

4. 82 copies of Shakespeare’s collected plays in the Folger are now stored in the furthest
corner of the deepest vault in it.

5. Mark Twain explained that Shakespeare of Stratford-on-Avon never wrote a play in his

life, although Henry Folger and some Supreme Court justices believed he did.



[No. 77] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

It is the colours of a sunset that inspire Joseph Anderson, an astronomer at the
European Southern Observatory (ESO) in the high Atacama desert, in northern Chile.
“They start off very blue and turquoise. And gradually, as it gets more purple, then we're

”

getting closer to observing the universe.” Once night falls the sky is dominated by the star-
spangled curve of the Milky Way. If there were any extra left to give, more than two
kilometres above sea level, your correspondent’s breath would have been taken away.

The Atacama is home to more than a dozen different astronomical observatories, and
for good reason. It is far from the light pollution of civilisation. The air is thin and dry,
which improves what astronomers call the “seeing”. And the desert averages 325 cloudless
nights each year. Dr Anderson is standing on top of a mountain called Cerro Paranal,
showing off the Very Large Telescope (VLT). The VLT is made up of four individual
telescopes, each individually one of the largest in the world, alongside another four much
smaller ones. It is Earth’s most productive astronomical facility, yielding more than one
scientific paper each day. In 2004 it took the first picture of an extrasolar planet—one that
orbits a star other than the Sun—and was the first instrument to track individual stars
whipping around the enormous black hole at the centre of the Milky Way.

But it may not hold that title for much longer. An hour’s drive from the VLT, atop Cerro
Armazones, a 3,046-metre peak, sits the half-finished bulk of the ELT, or Extremely Large
Telescope. (ESO is a fan of quotidian names.) Like so many big projects, the ELT is behind
schedule. But when it is finished—in 2028, on current plans, at a cost of €1.5bn ($1.6bn)—it
will be, by far, the biggest optical telescope in the known universe. The result, says Robert
de Rosa, an astronomer at ESO, will be “a step change in what we can do in terms of
observational astronomy”.

Optical telescopes use a series of mirrors to capture light from space and redirect it to
their various instruments. A bigger mirror can collect more light, which means it can both
see dimmer things and resolve them in finer detail than a smaller one. The ELT’s main
mirror will have a diameter of 39.3 metres, more than four times that of the VLI’s big
telescopes (8.2 metres) and over three times that of the present record-holder, the
10.4-metre Gran Telescopio Canarias (GTC), in the Canary Islands. Since a telescope’s
power depends on the area of its mirror, looking only at the diameter understates the
difference. The GTC has a collecting area of around 75 square metres. The ELT will boast
978 square metres, a little smaller than four tennis courts.

That size will be a boon for many branches of astronomy. The ELT will shed light on
everything from the role of black holes in shaping the large-scale structure of the universe

to how dark matter and dark energy affect the rate at which it is expanding, and even



whether the supposed constants of physics really are constant over vast intergalactic
distances.

It should also provide a big boost to the study of planets outside the solar system. These
days, the existence of most exoplanets is inferred from the effects they have on the light
from their parent stars. Taking pictures of them—so-called direct imaging—is rare. Of the
roughly 5,500 known exoplanets, scientists have pictures of only around 1% of them.

The ELT’s enormous mirror will allow astronomers to separate the faint light of a planet
from the overwhelming glare of its star from dozens of light-years away. The result should
be a direct-imaging bonanza. And direct imaging will also help reveal the chemical
composition of exoplanet atmospheres, and whether any show signs of potential alien life.

And because telescopes are also time machines, the ELT will allow scientists more
insight into what happened shortly after the universe began. Since the speed of light is
finite, astronomers see distant objects not as they are today, but as they were when the light
that arrives in their instruments first set out. Astronomers are keen to use the ELT to
investigate how stars and galaxies formed when the universe was young. Early results from
the James Webb Space Telescope, launched in 2021, have already turned up an array of stars
and galaxies that seem too old to fit easily into existing theories of universal evolution. The
ELT could help resolve that mystery.

Assuming, that is, that everything works. When your correspondent visited, the
80-metre-tall steel dome that will shelter the telescope was still being built. Each segment
takes around 20 minutes to lift and slot into place; a further six hours are needed to tighten
each of the 200 bolts. Work must finish before night, lest gusts of wind blow a panel loose.
Once finished, the entire 5,500-tonne dome will be able to rotate so that the telescope can

follow the stars as they move across the sky.

1. The Atacama is a place with thin and dry air which has the advantage of being able to
see the stars well, and also it has the light pollution of civilisation.

2. The Very Large Telescope (VLT) has contributed to finding new phenomena from
astronomical observations, yielding scientific papers, including one that followed stars
around a black hole.

3. The Extremely Large Telescope (ELT) is so large that it will be able to observe new
characteristics of black holes in shaping the large scale structure of the universe but it
will not be able to distinguish the supposed constants of physics.

4. Astronomers are willing to use ELT since early results from the James Webb Space
Telescope found an array of stars and galaxies, which completely fit existing theories of
universal evolution.

5. When the correspondent arrived, the entire 5,500-tonne dome was already fully

operational and rotating in order to follow the stars as they moved across the sky.



[No. 78] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

Visiting Copenhagen, Denmark’s vibrant capital? Arrive at its Frilandsmuseet, the
Open Air Museum, by bike or public transport, and you’ll get a free coffee; help out in an
urban garden and you’ll get a free meal.

It’s all part of the city’s pilot CopenPay scheme, which rewards tourists for planet-
friendly actions. The initiative, which runs until 11 August, is unprecedented. But ‘climate
rewards’—which encourage travellers to make sustainable choices—exist elsewhere. Should
they become the norm?

Relations between tourists and local people became increasingly fraught this summer,
with protests in destinations like Mallorca, Tenerife and Barcelona.

Cruise ships have been advised to prepare to switch their routes to avoid protest groups
—such as ones armed with water pistols in Barcelona. Local people are rejecting the
relentlessness of mass tourism, which offers them little benefit, while crowding—and pricing
—them out of their homes. The CopenPay scheme is a rare ray of positive news: the carrot
instead of the stick (or water gun).

“Encouraging responsible travel is essential to mitigate the negative impacts of mass
tourism and to foster better relationships between locals and visitors,” says Julijo Srgota,
director of the Dubrovnik and Neretva County tourist board. Dubrovnik was named the
most ‘overtouristed’ European destination in 2019, and now fines tourists who wheel, rather
than carry, noisy suitcases in the old town.

Most destinations don’t want to see tourism disappear entirely. It makes vast economic
contributions. But many do want more responsible visitors.

The CopenPay scheme highlights Copenhagen’s green reputation. The city’s many eco
landmarks include CopenHill, a waste-to-energy plant that encourages tourists to slalom
down its dry ski slope roof. Other ‘green’ destinations could be well positioned to follow its
example. Many are already working towards making tourism more responsible.

“CopenPay is a brilliant way to nudge travellers to make sustainable choices,” says
Susanna Sorensen, marketing manager at Visit Faroe Islands. They have long insisted that
tourism can be used for good, in 2019 announcing temporary closures across the islands,
when travellers could come as ‘voluntourists’ and help repair hiking paths.

Places like Iceland and New Zealand encourage travellers to take an online ‘tourism
pledge’ to travel responsibly, which includes (for Iceland) promising that “when nature
calls, I will not answer the call on nature”.

Others, like Costa Rica, hope to make travel better with green certification schemes for
businesses. Barcelona has the most certified sustainable tourism businesses in Europe.

A Booking.com report suggested 76 per cent of travellers want more sustainable options.

This isn’t always expressed in how we travel, as anyone who’s opted for a cheaper, faster

flight over a train can attest.



We still need incentives to act—a little nudge in the right direction. Fortunately, green
rewards already exist in different guises.

In Belfast in 2017, cycling charity Sustrans set up Pedal Perks, so local businesses could
give discounts to patrons on two wheels. It's now expanding across Northern Ireland. “It
encourages people to use active travel to the benefit of local businesses as well as
themselves,” says Anne Madden, from Sustrans Northern Ireland.

Each plastic-free July, residents and visitors in cities, beaches and beauty spots globally
participate in clean ups. In London, participants are rewarded with a free drink.

“We're also seeing more and more hotels and destinations around the world rewarding
their customers for ‘greener’ behaviour—a welcomed trend,” says Krissy Roe, senior
sustainability manager at Inghams, one of the UK’s most experienced specialist tour
operators. They offer £200 off holidays to returning guests if they travel by train.

This year, ski areas in the Alps including Morzine—Les Gets and Via Lattea offered up
to 25 per cent off ski passes if you came by rail.

Look out for ‘climate rewards’ and ‘green vouchers’. Award-winning holiday company
Wild Sweden offers a free meal at Hotel Savoy in Lulea and spa access to those who come to
Swedish Lapland by train for their Northern Lights and wildlife holiday. “I highly
recommend traveling by night train, it’'s the perfect way to start your adventure,” says
founder and owner Marcus Eldh. He’s increasingly seeing travellers opt to use Sweden’s
electric trains, which run on renewable energy.

Mas Pelegri, an eco-hotel in Girona, Spain, offers guests £50 off if they come from the
UK by rail. St Hilda Sea Adventures, a family team specialising in small ship cruises along
Scotland’s west coast, offer a ‘Green Voucher’ of £50, which guests can choose to donate to

the Marine Conservation Society.

1. CopenPay, a long-standing Danish initiative that rewards travelers for their earth-
friendly efforts, such as giving a free coffee to tourists who use bikes to Frilandsmuseet,
should be replicated elsewhere.

2. To maintain a more friendly relationship between locals and tourists in tourist
destinations, locals should break up protest groups and cruise ships should not change
their routes.

3. The Faroe Islands, New Zealand, Iceland, and Costa Rica each encourage responsible
travel, and more visitors to those places receive climate rewards through the Copenhagen
Pay system.

4. Green rewards come in many forms, and in Belfast, cycling charities are involved in
initiatives that benefit local business as well as people.

5. As for those who travel by train, there are a variety of special offers available. For
example, if you go to Lapland in Sweden by night train, there is a discount of 50 pounds

on the accommodation fee.



[No. 79] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

Scientists in Germany have identified a type of fungi® that is capable of breaking down
synthetic plastics, offering a potential new weapon in the global fight against plastic
pollution.

A team at the Leibniz Institute of Freshwater Ecology and Inland Fisheries in Berlin
found that certain microfungi can survive exclusively on plastics, degrading them into
simpler forms.

While this is a promising breakthrough, especially when it comes to tackling oceanic
plastic pollution, experts cautioned that it is not a silver bullet.

Researchers observed that microfungi in Lake Stechlin in northeastern Germany can
thrive on synthetic polymers without any other carbon source.

“The most surprising finding of our work is that our fungi could exclusively grow on
some of the synthetic polymers and even form biomass,” Hans-Peter Grossart, the lead
researcher, told Reuters.

This ability to utilise plastic as their sole food source allows the Stechlin fungi to
degrade plastic more efficiently compared to other organisms that might need additional
nutrients or carbon sources.

Researchers said the fungi’s ability to break down plastic may have evolved in response
to the overwhelming presence of the synthetic material in their environment.

These fungi are particularly effective at breaking down polyurethane, a common
material used in construction foam, among other products.

Four of the 18 fungal strains studied by the Leibniz Institute team are particularly
“hungry”, which means they can efficiently utilise plastics, especially polyurethane, Reuters
reported.

They are less efficient in breaking down polyethylene, commonly used in plastic bags,
and microplastics from tyre abrasion, which are laden with heavy metal additives that
hinder degradation.

Can fungi solve the plastic crisis?

While the discovery of plastic-eating fungi is a step forward, it is unlikely to solve the
plastic pollution problem on its own.

Experts said the most effective way to tackle plastic pollution is to reduce the amount
of material entering the environment.

The fungi’s enzyme activity, responsible for breaking down plastic, is heavily dependent



on external factors like temperature and nutrient availability. This makes them more
suitable for controlled environments like sewage treatment plants rather than natural
settings.

They can be particularly helpful in areas where traditional recycling methods are less
effective.

*fungi : fungus () OEHIE

1. The research team discovered that certain enormous fungi can break down synthetic
plastic.

2. Microfungi in Lake Stechlin that grow on plastics do not necessarily require other
carbon sources to live.

3. Researchers believe the fungi developed the ability to break down plastic without any
effects from the surrounding environment.

4. Out of the eighteen strains studied, only four of them lacked the ability to efficiently
utilize polyurethane.

5. Temperature was found to have no influence on the fungi’s ability to digest plastic.



[No. 80] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

Stocks partly rebounded from last week’s sell-off, which was largely triggered by a weak
July jobs report, leaving the S&P 500 index 58% above its pre-pandemic level and total
household wealth nearly 40% higher.

The 4.3% unemployment rate is historically low, despite last month’s rise. And average
wage growth has outpaced consumer price increases for more than a year, leaving households
with more purchasing power than they had in 2019, before the onset of COVID-19 pandemic.

Although a pandemic-induced price spike has slowed substantially, Americans remain
preoccupied with the cumulative rise in costs they've faced since the start of the health
crisis, especially for essentials such as food and gas, economists say. Fresh data reveal that
shoppers have become more price-sensitive recently even as inflation has cooled, at least
partly because their COVID-era savings have dwindled.

“The mere fact that (prices) are not going up anymore is not appeasing consumers,”
especially the low- and middle-income people who have felt the brunt of rising costs, said Scott
Hoyt, an economist at Moody’s Analytics. “They want to see them drop but that’s not happening.”

Americans do have more spending power. While inflation overall increased 22.6% from
May 2019 to May 2024, average hourly earnings rose 25%, Labor Department figures show.
But they're not necessarily feeling it.

“What is concerning consumers is the change in prices over the past few years,” Hoyt
wrote in a report. “Aggregate retail prices are up a scant 0.1% over the last year. However,
they are up 17.4% over the last five years,” compared to a 2.6% rise in the previous five years.

What’s more, the essentials consumers have to buy regularly, such as gas and groceries,
have jumped more than discretionary goods such as clothing and furniture, Hoyt’s analysis
shows. During the five-year period, gas prices are up 29%; groceries, 24%; and restaurant
meals (which Hoyt says some may consider a necessity following COVID lockdowns), 31%.
Drugstore items have edged up modestly over the past five years but rose a notable 2.2% the
past year, Moody’s and Labor figures show.

Meanwhile, prices for appliances and electronics have fallen 19% since 2019 and the
cost of cars, furniture and clothing has dropped in the past year as pandemic-related supply
chain snarls have resolved.

Yet instead of mollifying consumers, “In some ways, that makes it worse,” Hoyt says. “They
say, ‘Why can’t food and the stuff I buy all the time come down just like those other things?””

When prices shot up a couple of years ago, Lynn Gottlieb, of Seattle, switched from
eating fish dinners five nights a week to two, substituting beans the other two nights. She
also stopped dining out weekly, instead ordering takeout dinners once a month. “Prices at
restaurants have gone through the roof,” said Gottlieb, 72, a former information technology
worker who retired two years ago. And as airline fares jumped, she cut out biannual plane
trips to places like Phoenix, San Francisco and New York.

Now that costs are more stable, Gottlieb has stepped up fish dinners to three times a week

but she still doesn’t eat out. Although retail costs have moderated, Gottlieb says her property



taxes—along with health, homeowners and auto insurance have soared—keeping her in frugal
mode. “I didn’t run out and change my life because some things aren’t changing,” she says.

Americans’ shopping patterns reflect a persistent price sensitivity despite cooling
inflation, a Bank of America report released last week shows. While the bank’s average
credit and debit card transactions per household were up about 1% in July compared to a
year ago, spending by dollar value was down 0.4%, according to Joe Wadford, an economist
at the Bank of America Institute, which studies consumer behavior.

That—along with an analysis of where people are shopping—underscores that many
consumers are switching from mainstream and premium stores to discount retailers,
Wadford says. They're also replacing brand-name goods with generic, store-branded items in
their shopping carts, especially for groceries and clothing, Wadford said. And they're
forgoing full-service restaurant visits for fast food and other limited-service options. “People
are willing to trade down to get more stuff for less money,” he says.

Trading-down activity peaked along with inflation in 2022, according to a study by
Morning Consult, a research and survey company. But it has been higher this year than in
2023 despite slowing price increases.

Wadford traced the trend to a sharp decline in pandemic savings that diminished the
financial cushion households have used to cope with high inflation. Typical bank deposits
are 40% above their pre-pandemic level but 23% below their peak in 2021, Bank of America
Institute data shows.

The more than $2 trillion Americans socked away from stimulus checks and hunkering
down at home during COVID-19 restrictions has vanished, according to a study by the
Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco.

Trading down is especially prevalent among Generation Z (age 12-27) and millennials
(age 28-43) as they move out or start families, Wadford said. While the practice makes their

dollar go further, it doesn’t necessarily make them feel better about inflation, Hoyt said.

1. Americans’ household purchasing power is higher than before the COVID-19 pandemic,
and according to fresh data, they are pleased that prices for necessities have fallen since
the health crisis began.

2. Americans’ spending power has decreased due to inflation and rising costs over the five
years beginning in May 2019, even though aggregate retail price increases have been only
slight.

3. Hoyt says consumers wonder why the cost of gasoline and groceries is rising along with
appliances and electronics, while the cost of furniture and clothing is falling rapidly.

4. Americans are price-sensitive and tend to shop at discount stores rather than upscale
stores, especially for groceries and clothing, but when it comes to eating out, they have a
strong preference for luxury.

5. The money Americans saved during the COVID-19 regulations has been used to deal
with high inflation, and according to some data, the typical bank deposit is more than
20% below the peak in 2021.
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Unhappy workers may reduce global GDP by as much as 9%, Gallup estimates, by Jeanne Sahadi
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These destinations are giving visitors rewards for being ‘good tourists’ —and how to bag some for
yourself © Eloise Barker/Independent Digital News & Media Ltd 2026
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Scientists discover plastic-eating fungi that could help clean up world’s oceans © Stuti
Mishra/Independent Digital News & Media Ltd 2026
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Inflation is easing but Americans still aren't feeling it © Paul Davidson — USA TODAY
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