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Alternative energy is exploding — literally. Lithium battery fires are breaking out on
highways and in factories, home garages and storage rooms. The rise in these fires is caused
by government efforts to force the adoption of “green” energy.

Lithium batteries have high energy density, making them valuable for phones and
portable appliances. But when they catch fire, they burn with high heat and can even blow
up. That’s why airlines prohibit lithium batteries in checked baggage.

On June 24, a battery factory in Hwaseong, South Korea, caught fire, triggering
explosions and killing 22 workers. Experts estimate that most were killed by toxic gases
emitted by the burning batteries.

Scotland has suffered two major fires in battery-recycling centers this year. On April 8,
a large fire broke out at Fenix Battery Recycling in Kilwinning. More than 40 firefighters
and personnel from six different stations responded to the blaze, which burned for several
days. The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service urged nearby residents to remain indoors with
windows closed as long as two days after the fire started.

(W)

E-bike battery fires are a leading cause of fires in New York City, causing 270 blazes last
year and killing 18 people. These have become a serious problem in Australia, Canada and
other nations as well. E-bicyclists often store their bikes in first-floor storerooms, where
they can self-ignite and destroy the buildings. Even high-quality batteries are prone to self-
ignition after damage or when connected to a faulty charging system.

Lithium batteries have been used for the past 30 years in phones and small appliances.
But the introduction of electric cars led to a massive increase in battery size — and potential
destructiveness. On Aug. 19, a Tesla semi truck crashed into trees along Interstate 80 in
California. The crash ignited the truck’s large lithium battery. Firefighters required 50,000
gallons™ of water to extinguish the flames, and the highway was closed for 15 hours.
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Japan should continue to provide aid to Ukraine, as it is for the good of Japan as well,
Japanese Ambassador to Ukraine Kuninori Matsuda said in a recent interview.

Matsuda, who assumed his position the year before Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022, said that Ukraine has grown to become a “strong country” in the roughly two
and a half years of fighting. He said that Japan should not feel that it has no direct stake in
the conflict, as Ukrainian aid helps protect the international order that served as the
foundation of Japan'’s post-World War II recovery.

Reflecting on the current situation in Ukraine, the Japanese ambassador said that the
Ukrainian people have united to overcome the initial crisis following the invasion and that
the country was partly returning to normal, adding that it is “strengthening confidence in its
future.”

By making progress toward joining the European Union and NATO, Ukraine “has grown
stronger as a country irrespective of the conflict,” he said.

()

Allowing Russia to challenge law and justice by invading an independent state “spells
the end of the international order that supported progress in Japan’s economy and society”
after World War II, Matsuda said. Maintaining the international order would help protect
the happiness of Japan’s future generations, so aid to Ukraine should not be considered in a
patronizing way, he said.

The ambassador said that “Japan should learn from Ukraine” about its social system, as
many women are in prominent government roles and citizens voluntarily engage in national
defense.

Japan and Ukraine agreed to strengthen bilateral cooperation when Tokyo hosted a
meeting on economic reconstruction for Ukraine in February.

“Public-private cooperation holds the key to reconstruction aid,” Matsuda said, noting
that the Japanese government will actively provide information in order to spur private
investments in Ukraine. He also said that a new tax treaty signed in February and a revised

trade pact currently under negotiation will play a positive role.
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A green area of grass called a lawn® has been popular in American yards for a long
time. But a growing number of gardeners and homeowners now consider the lawn as
something that belongs in the past.

Dennis Liu of the E.O. Wilson Biodiversity Foundation in Durham, North Carolina, said
“America is unique in its fixation on the monoculture lawn.” Monoculture is a term that
means growing only one species. Now, drought, falling insect populations and other
environmental issues could show the need for more kinds of plants in spaces large and
small.

Some cities are taking steps against lawns. Las Vegas, for example, is banning all grass
lawns and requiring their removal. The city has struggled with water scarcity, an issue that
is likely to become worse in the coming years. Other cities are handing out lawn signs with
“healthy yard” written on them. The idea is to encourage homeowners who do not use lawn
chemicals or cut their grass less often. Many towns are making rules about common tools
like gas-powered leaf blowers and mowers, mostly because of noise.

In parts of the U.S., people are experimenting with more “eco-friendly” lawns. They are
planting seed mixes with native grasses that do not need as much water. Others are cutting
the grass in their lawns less and letting old plant enemies such as dandelions and clover
grow. Still others are trying to replace lawns, completely or bit by bit, with garden beds that

are friendly for important insects such as bees.

These measures can lead to a more yard.

(I¥) *lawn:Z4
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