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Traditional Japanese crafts are becoming increasingly popular among tourists.

Their delicate craftsmanship and colors are attracting many foreign visitors to a
specialty store at Tokyo’s Haneda Airport. Craft producers and others are also making
efforts to develop new sales channels and lure™' overseas customers by showcasing their
artisanship *? passed on through generations.

The popularity of such crafts is also being boosted*? by the weak yen. Japan Mastery
Collection (JMC), a specialty shop that opened at Haneda’s Terminal 3 last December, has
seen a number of tourists stopping by and admiring** its wide array of items.

Among the products, Sanuki Kagari Temari, a traditional hand ball from Kagawa
Prefecture with woven patterns made using colorful thread, is particularly eye-catching.
Also in high demand are Tsugaru Vidro colorful glassworks from Aomori Prefecture, and
Kutaniyaki traditional porcelain and ochoko sake cups decorated with gold leaf from
Ishikawa Prefecture.

According to Japan Airport Terminal Co., the number of tourists who flew to and from
Haneda on international flights in fiscal 2023, which ended in March this year, soared > 3.4
times from the previous year to 10.37 million. Foreign visitors account for 95% of shoppers
at JMC.

(G -9

With the rising popularity of Sanuki Kagari Temari, an official in charge of developing
sales channels at the Kagawa prefectural government said, “We hope that foreign nationals
who get to know Kagawa and its capital, Takamatsu, through our local craftworks will visit
the prefecture and the city.”

(1#) *'lure: FRT 5. BUEHFES *2 artisanship : Bk AF *3boost : IS E 5
*4 admire : KIET 5 *Ssoar: A LRI B
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Most crabs have strong exoskeletons™! to protect them from predators. However, hermit
crabs*? are born with soft bodies. They have usually lived inside sea shells or old snail
shells. But, a recent study by Polish*?® scientists has found that the tiny crustaceans** are
increasingly turning to trash for refuge.

For their research, the team looked at hundreds of images of hermit crabs on social
media. They found 386 examples of the crabs living inside artificial shells. Eighty-five
percent were using plastic caps, while the rest chose metal or glass trash. This behavior was
seen in 10 of the 16 species of land-dwelling hermit crabs, all the way from Africa to Central
America.

“We confirm for the first time that the use of artificial materials by hermit crabs is a
behavior occurring on a global scale,” the researchers said.

The study was published in the journal Science of the Total Environment on February 25,
2024. It did not explore the potential harm of artificial shells to hermit crabs. However, a
2019 study found that over half a million hermit crabs on a remote Indian Ocean island die
every year. They get trapped inside plastic items like bottles.

(1) *'exoskeleton : 4B  *?hermit crab: ¥ KA1 *3Polish : R—F > FdD
** crustacean : FRHOEY (H= - T - Y RH Y% L)
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O Letme myself before starting a discussion.
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